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— 7 if things,  quitteſſente pure, 


192 0 journey through the ery gloom began, 
"" Spbear 4 in a radiant cloud: for yet the Sum '# 


mus not; i in a cloudy tabernacle | re” Bag 
FF 
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"I anſwer, that = RD ſuch matters 


not to our preſent ſubject. „ There 


by Mr. Farmer * pu that the poet invented 
0 what they ſay concern ing their gods. This 


5 5 7 * 
= And fort brei! Abt 1 


hes Sprung from the deep; and from her native eaſt, 


is enough for us. Not that we mean to aſſert, 


| with that gentleman, when ſpeaking of their 


theogonjes, © that their works are either 


* faithful "records of ancient traditions, or 


accurate repreſentations of life and man- 
2 ners 5; becauſe ſome perhaps will infiſt 
upon it, that Heſjod's Poem really anſwers 


the character which the Muſes give of them. 


ſelves, in the beginning of it, where. they ſay to 


him ; © Shepherd, we know how to relate many 


I Falſe tales, reſembling thoſe things which 


= were originally true; and, when we pleaſe, 


„e know how to explain the truth itfelf.“ 


But the diſcuſſion of ſuch things muſt be left 


to thoſe who W a more OY . CAE 


wy PR Par. . D 5. vi. v. +; Pg ; 
ke Difſſert. on Mir. p. 189. $5 2 Idid. 5 WS | FE Ol 


gi OF Ic cannot bur. | 
unbiaſſed reader, that 
ſcribes both the ori 0 
thoſe gods by hich was ene be 
verned 1 in his time. 
the ſame plan. with, that 
and and the firſt; gts 3 
earlier times had been en brac 
niathan, the Phenician . They "all —— to 
explain things of no leſs. moment than the 
original of their gods, the creation of the 
| world, and and the formation of man. - Out poet 
_ aligns to all his  Y beginning. 50e i 
or Love, excepted v 0 vhom he introduces as thi 
firſt agent, but, ſays fiothing « of his cornmence. 
ment; while at the ſame time he affirms him to 
be the moſt excellent of the gods. Now theſe 
very ſame traditions were received and followed 
by the moſt learned of the Greek philoſophers, 
not even Plato excepted. Parmenides, with 
many others, repreſents) Love as the eldeſt of 
the gods,” and/as the firſt cauſe of all things. 
The ancient Greeks acknowledged one ſupreme! 
deity, the Creator of the univerſe, Whom 
they conſidered as incapable of any evil, and 
to whom they aſeribed every perfection, 
while at the ſame time, they worſhipped a' 
multitude of other gods as intelligent be. 
ings, ſuperior to the nature of human ſouls; 
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166 1 
brought into being by the firſt cauſe, along 
with the different parts of nature, prior to the 
exiſtence of man. This is evident from 
thoſe Pallages in Heſiod's theogony, whic 

e have juſt q 8 The Supreme God | 
Frequently deferibed * in their writings by ſuch 
names and epithets as ſufficietitly diſtinguiſh 
him from every” created nature, Thus when 
be is called be „r calſt, tht 72 ming, the 


encreatth, i-fulfing Goth.” 0! 


of 7 I'S FRONT 3 as 7% 


5; 3. But. before we We any pf =" 
to take ſome notice of the 


— 


realon | 1 which, it contains, than for the 
repteſentation which, it gives of ſome very an- 
cient nations. Mr. Farmer, after aſſerting 


it as a fact atteſted by all antiquity, that the 


more immediate objects of popular adoration 


among the Heathens, were deified human 


ſpirits, introduces a quotation: from Hero. 
dotus as his firſt proof, and ſubjoins ſuch an 
inference as ſuited his own purpoſe. He 
thus expreſſes the whole: Herodotus, when 
peaking of the Perſians, ſays, | they: have 

neil ber ſtatues, nor temples, nar utart. Wha 

* I take to be their reaſan, is, thut tbey do not 
6 believe, lile the Oy mne the 
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age; not more remarkable for 


Yoga JA _— 2 — the; Phenicians 
« 90 Egyptians, and ſpread, it amongſt the 
Romans, there can, be no doubt, hut that 


„„ 


all theſe tf were of human 


chat our — carefully. omits..che: account 
which Herodotus hath given es, the 
Perſian objects of worſhip, becauſe 
flat contradiction to his repeated e 
"I hiſtorian alſo is miſunderſtood, when he 
is repreſented as ſaying, that the Greeks be- 
Bead their gods to be of abe auce of men; for 
Herodotus intended no ſuch thing, as ſhall be 
own afterwards,,: And, notwithſtanding it is 
here afſirmed as a matter of certainty, that 
the gods of the Phenicians and Egyptians were 
of the human race; yet we ſhall now prove, 
even from the teſtimony of Herodotus himſelf, 
not only that the objects of religious worthip 
among the eaſtern nations, were ſuch gods as 
had never been men, but alſo. that divine ho- 
nours e to deceaſed heroes in thoſe 
ountries. The Perſians worſhipped the whole 
de of Heaven, which they called Jupiter: 
they ſacrificed to the ſun and moon, to the 
ae fee 98.90. 4 the eee + 
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fe tit eise their only f | 
| afterwards they added to the number Alitta, 
Aﬀyrih "Aftarte or queen of heaven, 
ig their own language Mitra a be 
Arabians acknowledged” no gods" L 
ſun and moon, whom they 
and — "Phe only gods, in" 0 e manner 
Sate f We Oſiris „the fun 5 moon? 
They pad no religious honours to heroes: 
y 5 not allow that a man could be be- 
god, "nor cher abs gods were con- 
_ vane? Vik en „ The inhabitants of 
Meres in "Ethiopia" worſhipped no (other 
' gods than Jupiter and 15, that is, the 
heavens and the ſun ». he gods, to which 
the Sehtans paid divine honours, were 
_ only "Veſta, Jupiter, whom they culled 
| Pipzus; and che earth, Apia; "whom "they 
_ confidered as Hs Wife, and the ſun and mo | 
named” Oetofyrus and Artimpaſa, and the 
powers of war, called by Herodotus, Her- 
cules and Mar, names, which” e e 
heard of among the ancient" Seythians; the 
Veſta 6 the hiſtorian is TFabiti, in their 
language The Maſſagetes, their neigh 
bouts, and who reſembled them in their habit 
and manner en adored” 9 
* 2 Clie: : At; 
1 " Ibid. 
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the ſun only, to 
the ſwifteſt x ada ar wilde of all 
the gods . The Getes. eſteemed the heavens | | 
to be Oy ty. The ſa 0 | 4 "= | | 


the ſun, fire, and the 
have not heard any thing | 
The teſtimony» of lata 
| alſo on this — is 0 of too. 2 ; 
| tance” to be omittec. 
of Greece,” ſays he, ght the 
and m von ? een een 0e . 
| 110 top Plato,” by the [hg * | 
world: this, "compared with ar Tar ! 
teſtimonies, clearly news, that 2 | 
tious obj idols rtr i 
ginally"theſhme in all wotditviesl? = 8 55 


moon, the heaven oe noms: and the earch De I 
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* called by the bh 


Cao] 


_ and: fire} with water and winds. , hola ne 
the ily ied wee 2 of, Fon - 


e ee bee ae, 10 che $ Scripture 
they are ſtyled ihe: hoſts: of heaven ; by ah 
poets they are called tbe givers of : good things z 


gods who give to us good things, and that too in 
diſtinction from him, who formed and eee 
the world.“ Mr. Farmer, therefore, 
ſay the leaſt of it, ſpeaks taſhiy, when be. 


often affirms, with 7 reſpect 10 the Heathens 
in general, chat the more ĩnimediate objects of 


oy 
$33, 47 


de by all- antiquity, whether, Pagan, Jewiſh; 


ox<Qhriftian 3.Jor: this: hath no 
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568. 4. * ve ate told, “ that deified human 


A ſpirits: were (accord ling to the Pagan ae 


aof theology) aſſociated with, e; 
« ſented the natural gods, and that my were 
names“ But e is 


N 4445 « 
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inn 507 Ms Pitt een neee arts eee 


;* Mem, lib. 4. cap. 3. 
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the} pr proof of at chis | Such a ſuppoſi ron th y 
be Wer for a modern „ ypothelis, but 
Ew hath it any foundation 1 in fla 7 Yes, ſurely 1 

* For Diodorus. Siculus days, that ſo whe 1 
00 earthly gods had' the 5 nettes vith 


he  evorſhipped to worſt: were their 
altars and ritef the ſame? and did the earthly 
ods repreſent the celeſtial deities of the ſame 
me? This is the fact to be proved. Iris 
fad: Plutarch informs us that each demon 
1 was called by: the name of that celeſtial god 
M from whom he received his Power and ho- D 
 *nour" > 443 -"Soppoſing Plutarch to have .: = 
preſſed himſelf i in this manner, what does the 
evidence amount to? Hath he ſaid that theſs 
miniſtring demons. were . the fouls of deceaſed 
men; that they repreſented the Deities , from 
- whom they received their. power; and that for 
bi reaſon they were. called | 7 the ſame name? 
Has he told us, that i in con ulting oracles, the 
Jame ſacrifices were as much offered to the 
demon 7 as to the god; or. that theſe natural 
. gods themſelves were never called demons, 
| independent of their miniſtering ſpirits | ? Now - 
he affirms none of theſe things; the paſſage I 
e is not at all to the Oe "Ta | 
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goth. not therefore follow,” that, eite bu. 


P Pagan Sem: The tem of theology amo 


Tuppoſed to contain the, theology. of all the 
Heathen, nations? 4 "Joes not appear ti 


ever connected the ſoul of. ahy hero. with the 
worſhip, of. their natural gods. 4 And in · 

deed we have at hand, a friking, evidence of 
their general practice i in this felpect: Hero- | 


EE ere 


Hercules among their ancient Beds, and that 
this Hercules was very. different from, the fon 
of” Amphitryon in Greece, am 4 deity of 
y Vi antiquity, - immediately "adds, and, 


ws both; ſactificing to the firſt as. to an im im 


"4d paying religious honours to the latter 
2M an hero?“ We have here an inſtance 


thought applicable to the Preſent Tal es ; vet it it 


man as, were not, according to the, Pagan 
tem of theology, aſſociated, with the natural 
Very true. But What is meant 151 t a0 


= 


the jdolatrous Greeks 3 or, a ſyſtem , 958 Fr 


even.the Grecians,. who. deified buman ſpirits, 


5 „ 


dotus, on finding that the Egyptian placed a 


© therefore, in my opinion, thoſe Grecians 
* act moſt rationally, who build: temples. to 


© mortal god, under the name of Ohm, 
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4 to om Purpoſe: Two! #4 
name, the one a natural and” imtnortal aa, 
 fiyled Olympian, the other an hero-god, ac- 
| knowledged to have been once a mortal Wo ; 


* 


e Having ſeparate temples and diſtinct wor- 


Z thip, agreeable. to the ſuppo ſed difference d 
their natures and chatacters; and this Tpoken 


A of with a app robation, as the general practice in 
all ſuch caſes ;. while thoſe who. did other- | 


wiſe, are "repreſ ented as acting through igno- 
rence, not Knowing that the name name in Egypt 
Was uſed for a god 'of a 2 ro we nature from 


that in Ge and therefore the hiſtorian 


proceeds to to a more full enumeration of Gre- 
cian errots, eg the en Her- 
2 

Mi than is i is, chat” Fog ancient* Gr 
were nor accyſtomed'to aſſociate deified filing 
ſpirits with their natural gods, in "religious 
worlhip ; and that they did not conſider their 
primary mar ay Peitles as repreſented by the heroes of 


; + ws S rr 


ſyſtem, is to be unde rſte ö 


theology of all the Heathen bations, then 5 ic 
will appear with Rill greater. evidence,” that t 
nothing can be more groundleſs than this 
ſuppoſition, That, deified human ſpirits 
2 were aſſociated with the natural gods i in reli- 
ions 
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the ſame name. But if the Phraſe, Pagan | 
od. as including the | 
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„ gious vorſhip * for the eaſtern nations, as 
we. have ſeen, whether poliſhed or barbarous, 
paid no religious honours to deceaſed men. 


the eaſtern idolatry, and were conſidered 46 
the inventors of that doctrine which relates to 
tranſactions with the gods, by the mediation of 
others, yet, refuſed religious worſhip to all 
heroes. . The Grecian idolatry was ſcarcely | 
| known in the eaſt, and affected but a very, 
ſmall part of the world, till after the over- 
throw of the Perfian, empire; nor was it ad- 
mitted among the Romans, for above an hun- 
dred and ſeventy years after Romulus. The 
reaſon why . it was offenſive to other, nations, 
we ſhall preſently ſee, =" vis 
. it is ſtill urged, that the ancient na- c 
*, tions gave the names of their kings to the ele. 
4 ments of. the world, which were their natural 
af deities, whom alone they acknowledged to 
* be ſtrictly and properly gods. What are we 
to infer from this paſſage : That the ancient na- 8 
tions never conſider their heroes as gods; and 
that thoſe deities, whom they acknowledged 
do be ſtrictly and properly gods, had never 
been men? By no means ! What other in- 
| ference. can be fairly drawn from it with ES 
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s A very Adee un ſurely. Dot 
the words clearly intimate the following con- 
cluſion; that ſince the ancient nations gave the 
names of their kings to the elements af the 
world, they were ever afterwards: worſhipped 
ee 0 Werne no — for, 
= that che dne. — ad it hath, 
been ſhewn from the confeſſion of the Greeks 
height of their power, did not worſhip hero · 
gods. However, as the names of different 
deities and men have been blended together, 
and ny vi -occalianed ys; and 
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n 4 * 


fog ese hs Supreme. Deity. is. _ 
times mentioned under the term Ham-, 
mon; Jupiter, the head of the Crea d, 
gods, was very often worſhipped under the 
title of Hammon; and divine honours were 
frequently paid to the ſun alſo, under the 
name of Hammon ; yet the Heathens nei- 
ther conſider the ſun as the ſupreme deity, 


or as the head of their created gods, There 


„ 5 > * +5 6- moms 
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1 46 } 
were NY many different names of the ſame 


and different rites belonging to each 
name; while at che en but one; 6: deity / 


The 60 was Frequently: honoured: as Ham- 


mon; ſometimes as Horus, and alſo as Apollo, 
and at other times as Beelſamen and Bacchus; 
the moon as Diana, Lucinaz Hecate; and 
Aſtarte 3 and tlie earth as: Veſta, Rhea, Cy- 
Ops. Ihe ſame names, which vere 
given to the chief of the created gods, were 
often applied to the ſupreme deity ; but 5 
vn always done in ſuch a manner as to 
that Hirt cauſe Ws meant. 
2 Cr power 5 when he i is ex- 
preſaly ſtyled Jupiter the origin of all things, 
the ſource of nature. unde ett. and folk. 
exiſting, _ 
- The very ſame. Piber of: power and i 
non which belong to the firſt cauſe of all, were 
ſometimes applied alſo to] upiter, the chief 
of "the created gods; but then it was always 
clearly ſhewn, that he only was meant, Who 
is the ſon of Saturn, and not the maker of 
the univerſe Thus, Horace We know: 
that he took: off the impious Titans wih 
Eſwift  lighthing,' wol rules alone over xhe 
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* earth and "ſea; and infernal 'kingdomgsw 
* that horrid troop," relying on their o. 
e ſtrength, had ſtruck terror into Jove.“ 
Now, to aſſert that in the former of theſe 
examples he is” called the "ſource of nature, 
who had once been a man, and that in the 
latter, he is repteſented as being filled with 
terror, whom the Heathens conſidered as the 
creator of the univerſe, muſt be an evident 
proof, either of very great inattention to the 
hagbage and deſign of ancient writers, of elſt: 
of that TURE" of N 3 — — 
no cure. ws eee eee 
- Did" very eefuny diflingguilhes' bererer 
the maker of all things, and 5 the 555 of 
Saturn, whom yet he deſcribes as chief of the 
created gods, and governor of the world; but he 
never ſtyles him, Is opifex rerum mundi fabri- 
rater, nor "aſſigns to him any power, till che 
different parts of the world were ſettled, and 
the Teveral orders of beings ' adjuſted ;" then, 
he repreſents him as the head of created deities, 
and puts the world under their government, 155 
And while he is deſcribing an aſſembly of 
the gods, concerning the wickediieſs and deſ- 
truction of mankind, he ſeizes ah opportunity 
of .complimenting the Emperor, and compares 
his dignity to the pre-eminence of Jove. Ho- 
race e in the * pallage, but with 
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greater elegance, intimates a compariſon be- 
tween Jupiter, who, through wiſdom and pru- 
dence, defeated the Titans, and Auguſtus, who, 
by his ſuperior conduct, had become vic- 
torious over all his enemies. But neither Ho- 
race nor Ovid ever meant to compare Auguſtus 
with the ſupreme deity and creator of the 
univerſe: ſach a thought deſtroys the alluſion: 
their language is confined to him, whom the 
law of their own twelve tables repreſents only 
as the preſident of the eternal demons, or of 
the dii conſentes; and their compliment to the 
Emperor implies no more than this, that as 
Jupiter was appointed by the creator of the 0 
world to preſide over the other gods, ſo 
Auguſtus was appointed by Jupiter and the 
gods, to preſide over all the princes of the 
earth: and 2085 as. Jove, ſo alſo the Emperor, 
obtained this | hong from fu paring wiſdom a 
Fuſtice. , ; 
r We ſhould not. 3 Nach 0 8 minus 5 

this article, had not the very learned Dr. 
Leland conſidered the above · mentioned pal- 
ſage in Horace, as a deſcription of the ſu- 

preme deity of the Heathens. Whatever 
| comes from the pen of ſo Eg. a yn, carries 


. 


l n The Advantage, ae. of the Chvittian Revelation, 
vo. v M She 3 


5 y J 95 4 , 4 . 


* 8 
991 1 
U. 19 . 1 | 


View ie uf ide of reſpektable authority; we 


muſt not, therefore, even venture to deviate,” 
w__ een leaſt an apology. © 
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6 6. The names. 2 to the firſt, objects 
af idolatrous. worſhip. were ſuch as denoted 
power, influence, and the exerciſe of rule and 
government. And it has been thought: by 
ſome very learned men v, that this circum- 
ſtance, as well as the worth: of the heavenly, 
bodies, aroſe at firſt from à corruption of 
thoſe divine traditions, which were carefully 
preſeryed among the patriarchs, concerning 
the creation of the world; agreeably with which 
Moſes thus expreſſeth himſelf, And God 


46 


made two great lights; the greater light to 
. rule the day, and the leſſer light to rule the 
4 night: he made the ſtars. alſo, And God 
fer them in the firmament of the heaven, 
to ive light upon the earth, and to rule 
over the day, and over the night, and to 
4 e the light from the darkneſs*,'?, 
From certain traditions, of this kind, it Bath 
been ſuppoſed that the firſt idolaters ime gined 
that a real dominion. and autboriiy oven the day 

and night was, by the creator of the world, ori- 
gl 2 committed to the ſun Maes as in- 
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telligent beings. and that hence they were 
ſoon conſidered as rulers of the world, Be 
that as it may. Ancient idolaters did un- 
doubtedly attribute authority and rule to 
the ſun, moon, and other parts of nature; 
and therefore honoured them with ſuch 
names and titles as were expreſſive of their 
ſuppoſed" dignity and influence, in producing 
thoſe things which ate neceſſary” for the fup- 
port of life. Now it was very common in 
ancient omes, and particularly among the 
eaſtern nations, to join the names of their re- 
ſpective gods with thoſe of their princes ; as 
Aſdrubal, Hannibal, Adrammelech: hence 
t came to paſs, what We of the firſt He- 
roes bore the very ſame names which be- 

longed originally to the natural or Primary 
gods. But we are not hence to infer, that 
for this reaſon they were alſo objects of te- 
ligious worſhip; or that ſuch of them as, 
were mie ey ther Men volta, to. 
divine honours, were aſſociated with the na- 
tural gods, and conſidered” as their repreſen- 
tatives: "By no means. We have ſeen that 
Hercules the Hero was carefully diſtinguiſhed 
from Hercules the Olympian God, and never 
worſhipped” as his repreſentative. A Tuſcan 
prince, in the days ag EIN: was called Lar 
a | 
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Porſenna *; but it does not follow from this 
circumſtance, that he is to be looked on as one 
of the Lares, or houſhold gods of the Ro- 
mans, or that he was ſuppoſed to become, 


after death, one of — S which drive 


men into madneſs. 


The ſame cuſtom of giving divine: plains 


to their children, preyailed '' even among 


the Hebrews themſelves ; as may be ſeen 


_— in every book of the Old Teſta- 


Now ſhall we conclude, that the 


W deity, or that the more immediate 
objects of religious worſhip in ancient times, 


were originally men, becauſe ſeveral kings and 


Princes had been called by the ſame names? 
Such an inference is too ridiculous even for 


ſuppoſition itſelf. And yet it doth not ap- 
pear how the losing paſſage can be con- 
ſidered in any other light: The ſun, or 
Ether, or air, or whatever other part of na- 
ture was eſteemed the ſupreme deity of the 
Pagans, was called in Egypt, Oſiris; in 


| 2 Chaldea and Phenicia, Bel or Baal; and in 


* many other countries, Jupiter. Now it is 
« univerſally known, that Jupiter, Bel, and 


Oſiris, had once been mortal men, who were 


:* ſuppoſed: to be advanced after GY 0 4 8 


, © Plutgr, Poplicol.._. = 
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. deified R tate For the ſame reaſon, there- 
of omg for which the chief Heathen Numen 


1 Ke word to denote. a deified human ſpirit “. 
But it is univerſally known, that no part of 


under the names of Ofiris and Iſis, worſhipped 


| f gious honours to Hero- gods 8; and that under 
the name Bel, the Chadease alſa worſhipped 
hat had never been a man, as did ewe 5 
| nde the term Jupiter. * 


| Wares ſhall we aſſert as moſt probable ? 
That the primary gods of the Heathens, ru- 
ling, as they thought, in the elements, were 
without names, till men honoured them with 


the names of different gods were given to 
Princes and their children ? Or ſhall we rather 
© affirm, that the world never thought of wor- 
© ſhipping either the ſupreme deity, or the pri- 


© -honours to the ſouls: of deceaſed men, under 


| 


Es] 


was called Oſiris, or Bel, or Jupiter, he he 
Kanter be called a demon, ſuppoſing the 


nature was ever conſidered by the Heathens 


the ſun and moon, and never paid any reli- 
But omitting theſe things, which of the 


the titles of their deceaſed kings? Or, that 


mary gods, till they began to pay religious 
. exalted Meas k And that _ true God 


| end. on Mir * 79, 180. 
e Way 
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vas never heard of under the character of 
Lord, and Righteous King, before the days of 
Belus, king of Aſſyria, and Melchizedek, 
king of Salem? We might as well aſſert, that 


Jehovah was never conſidered either under the 
idea of a living god, or father, till the death 


of Abijah, the fon of Jeroboam; and that 
the God of Iſrael was ever afterwards joined 
in divine worſhip with that prince, TO 
his name ſignifies Fehovah, my Father 1 - 


Beroſus, a Chaldean by birth, and bieter 


Belus, repreſents the ſenſe of the ancient Chal- 
deans concerning the origin of things, in the 


following manner: That there was a time 


hen all was darkneſs and water; but that 
Belus, who by interpretation is Jupiter, cut- 


ting the darkneſs in the middle, ſeparated the 


earth and heaven from one another, and ſo 
framed the world; and that this Belus alſo 


formed the Stars and the Sun. No can 
any one imagine that Beroſus, by Belus, in 
this paſſage, meant a certain man who reign- 
ed in Chaldea? Or that he who created the 


heayen and the earth, received his name from 


ſome petty prince in the time of Abraham ? 
dee not. In what — then, muſt we 
toregoi ww wherein we 


TSA | 
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8 
| hre told, nun. part of nature was 


4 eſteemed the ſupreme deity of the Pagans, 
„ns in Chaldea called Bel; and that Bel 


© was univerſally known to have been a mor. 


tal man; he might therefore be called a 
demon, ſuppoſing that word to denote a 
* human ſpirit?” Can we look upon this, 
wm the leaſt of it, otherwiſe than as a very 
unfair abuſe of words ? By ſuch kind of rea- 
ſoning, we might ſoon pores (he: god of the 
Jeus to have been à man, es 
princes were really thought to avs For the 
word El, by which the true and ever bleſſed 
Deity is fo: 1 8 e is n to n 


it is not in this gentleman's: power to prove, FP 
that religious honours were ever paid to any 
deceaſed man, under the names of Bel or 
Oris ; nor can he bring any deciſive re N 
to ſhew that ſuch ellis was ever paid to a 
human ſpirit, under the term Jupiter. And 
could the contrary be ſhewn to be true, yet it 
would not at all affect the ſubject in diſpute, 
ſince the Heathen ares Gere _ | 
by e 88 5 _ ears Wark 
07. Tho — eden WET 4n | 
general, when they ſpeak of the formation of 
pig wann. to" as" created in the 


. jmage 


. but in the like- 
nels. ofthe: gods: WR — parts; 
the ſon of Iapetus a | — a ſikeneſs 
* of the gods who rule the world *; and 
that curious workmanſhip of Vulcan, men- 2 
tioned in -Heliod, D and ap £4 
defies, rr — pea was the. com- „5 ; 
mon creed both of Greece and Rome, „ 
reſpect to the origin of mankind. ' And con- 
ee pda agen Heathen makes | : 
© ſtand why Epicurus ſhould: vicky — „ 
** to ſay, that the gods are like men, than | 
2 that men reſemble the gods. It may per- 
„ | haps'be- aſked, : where NO Prot wad | 
the ſimilitude was not derived from men Ke 
to the gods, ſince the gods always exiſted; J 
and were never born after the manner of 
“ men, The immortal gods therefore, "were | | 
in that form which we reſemble, before _ 
Merton gs it: for this reaſon - 
* their” form -ought” not t0 ve mentioned 
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plain, as any thing of ancient times can be, 
that the Heathens did believe thoſe beings 
Vhich they worſhipped: as immortal gods, and 
rulers of the world, to have exiſted before 
the creation of man. Nor did the Greeks 
i | zods and goddeſſes aroſe from the 
different ſexes of human nature, but that the 
human kind was formed according to, their 
likeneſs. How: far this opinion contributed 
to the - worſhip: of deceaſed heroes among 
. -that-people; and what influence it had j in their 
figurative deſcriptions concerning the origin 
af their gods, and the world, and in the fables 
of the poets, with reſpect to the manner of 
their exiſtence, are not objects of our enquiry ; 
-fince it is not our preſent buſineſs to trace the 
; origin and progreſs of apy ſpecies of idolatry, 
but ta ſtate it as it was. Thus much is cer- 
tain; that this peculiar notion of theirs was 
the foundation of what is called Helleniſm, 
or the Grecian idolatry, as diſtinguiſhed from 
the more extenſive and dig abe of 
bother Heathens. „ . 
The Egyptians firſt, erected -altars and 
ſtatues to the gods, and carved ſymbolic 
figures; in which they were followed by ſeve- 
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WOT. of their: -neighboursz. -while many others 
nſured their practice in this reſpect. Let 


they, as well: as all the--reſt of che "Heathen | 
nations, had a rooted prejudice againſt this 


ſinguler opinion of the Greeks. The Egyp- 
tians would not allo, that the ornamented 
images which they ſet up, bore any reſem- 
blance to the real form of their gods * nor, 

chat any god had ever put on the form of a 
man. So great was the Perſian zeal againſt 
the uſe of ſuch things in religious worſhip, 
that Cambyſes ſpared not the idols even of 
Egypt, but commanded the images of the Ca- 
birian gods themſelves to be thrown into the 

fire , although they were ſymbolic of his own 

deities; nor did his ſucceſſors, for the ſame 
reaſon, ſnhew the leaſt reſpect to the ſuperſti- 
tion of Greece. The Perſians neither made 
images, nor built temples, charging thoſe 
| © with great folly who practice ſuch things; 
« for this reaſon, ſays Herodotus, as 1 

bs ſuppoſe, becauſe they did not believe the 
6 Code t. to have a nature reſembling; that of 
1 man, as the Greeks do . Herodotus 
did not mean to ſay, that the 8 looked 
upon all their gods to have been of the 

| dae, rage as. "Mr. Farmer would male 


+ Herod, Eatery, # nen Thais "=14. Clio. 
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us believe , contrary to cheir own teſtimony ; 
the word PR n en ies; intimates 
ws fs Shown eras Uh believed the 1 

in their form to reſemble men, and the god- 
defies women; and they conſidered the form 
af the gods in this particular, to have been 
the original pattern according to which hu- 
man nature was made. And indeed this very 
idea runs 2 Homer's: poem, and is'the 
to the Gods. Mae 2 was > Mens confined to 

the Grecian poets, it met with a favourable. 

reception among the philoſophers, and from 

the Greeks, with other things, was received 

by the Romans. But the Perſians looked 

upon ſuch an opinion as truly ridiculous. 

The Scythians were of the ſame mind, as 
alſo their deſcendants, the old Germans, of 
whom Tacitus thus ſpęaks: They think it 
a practice unworthy the majeſty of the gods, | 
* to. encloſe them within walls, or t0.repre- 
_ ©, ſent; them with a likeneſs to the human 
- 4, eounteniance : they conſecrate groves and 
**: foreſts, and call them by the names of the 
« gods; whoſe ſecret abode they approach. 
«wich 1 reverence . PTY | The — 
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ce contend ar concepris. of the: divie- 
. * ber müss to * Det er- 

poſe might be produced, were it needful: 3 
Enough hath* been ſaid to ſhew, that the 
more ithmediate objects of Pagan worſhip. 
the practice of the 8, in erecting or- 
namented ſtatues to their gods, was never ge- 
nerally received; and that the cuſtom of the 
Greeks, in paying religious honours to de- 
parted heroes, was deſpiſed by all the great 
nations n _ re the ber pe 
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8 8. Mr. k Wea, takes 1 up 0 . of 
the Greeian idolatry as ſuits his own purpoſe, 
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an authentic pattern of the ſuperſtitious wor- 
ſhip of all other nations in che world; This 
is undoubtedly a ſhort way of ſtating. _ 
ſabje&, but upon trial it will be found nei 
ther a juſt nor deciſive one. — 
were we to allow the Grecian idolatry nd 

have been a ſtandard for other nations, yet, 
when: fairly examined, it would berufe 5 
the end which he hath il view! ; becauſe it evi- 

from the C eeks themſelves; that 

no opinion can be more erroneous than this, 
That all the Pagan deities had once been 

*. men. Every one of thoſe arguments ther- 
fote, which have been MC on 1 e 
ciple againſt dæmoniaeal poſſeſſſons, muſt 
utterly fail in their application, iter 
grounded. on a ſuppoſition which is contrary 
to facts; as is clearly ſnewn from the «rag 
teſtimony: of Us moſt ancient Greek uri- F 
| ders. 40 fri tt 142 9117 48 A 42 11995 4 bt: [© wn 

We cannot. tell what apology to make for 
our author, while he aſſerts, times without 
number, that the more immediate objects of 
_ eſtabliſhed worſhip among the ancient nations; 
particularly among the Egyptians, Greeks, and 
we: er were dead men; ehen aftet Himſelf | 


on Mir, p. 185. | 


wn 3: J. 


had confeſſed, that Sanchoniathon-repreſents: 
* the. moſt, ancient nations, particularly the 
* „ Hhenie n and Egyptians, as acknowledg-.. 
ing only the natural gods, the ſun, moon, 
« planets; and elements“. How could be 
firſt record ſuch a teſtimony as this, and an, 
a few pages afterwards: advance. the follow- 
ing contradiction: Now, inaſmuch as the 
<< Greeks derived their religion from the Eke. ; 
nicians and Egyptians, and - ſpread it 
amongſt the Romins, there can be no 
doubt but that the gods of all theſe people 
ere of the human race: “ Now there 
can be no doubt but that the Greeks er 
ſelves have declared, that neither the Egyp- 
eaſtern nations, ever worſhipped ſuch gods 
as had been men: And with any one who can 
peat ſuch aſſertions as the above, notwith- 
ſtanding the authorities 1 by him- | 
=_y een to miſan. bai Ne 


in toy n 


* 9. We cannot cloſe this cows without 
obſerving, what an affecting picture ancient 
idolatry gives us of the depravity of man- 
kind. They liked not to retain god in their 
eee and e a ee 


* 5 On Mir, 7. 73. al 10 p. 17 
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ſome excuſe was found out for aſcribing to the 


creatures thoſe honours which are due to the 


creator only. Soon after the flood, men be- 
gan to think it tedious and diſagreeable to 
proach their maker, to ſupplicate his mercy, 


anch to acknowledge his 'goodnefs, although 


they could eaſily pay religious worſhip to the 
ſun and moon, and with tokens of reverence, 


confeſs their fancied dominion in the heavens, 
and ſalutary influence on the earth. Nay, 


ſo vain did they become in their imaginations, 


chat while che worſhip of tlie troe God was: 


che-works of tel oven hands 3 Pars at length 


the Greeks and Romans not only deified hu- 
man ſpirits, bur'evers ener, 5 the number: ot 


of ks wa all the — in every pes 
riod of their ſuperſtition - put a wanne, 
ſanction upon the vileſt Practices. 

Idolatry, indeed, is in its very 1 nature ths 
nurſe of vice; becauſe it cannot exiſt without 
4 denial of the ſtrongeſt moral obligations. 
Nothing can be more 8 to reaſon, 
and the firſt principles of natural religion. 
That which ſetteth aſide out moſt folethn 
dutics towards God, muſt in its conſequences 
be pernicious to the intereſts of, mankind s _ 
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the religious worlkip therefore of any creature 
is the height of wickedneſs. Hence the 
extenſive influence of this crime, which was 
a continued oppoſition to the light and dic- 
tates of nature, clearly proves all idolaters 
to have been void of true morality and te- 
ligion. For if genuine virtue doth not in- 
clude a reſolute and ſteady obſervance of thoſe 
ſacred duties which we owe to our maker, it 
is an empty name and not worth cope” 
ing: if, indeed, we alſo undetſtand by i 
19 5 higheſt moral obligations which are 77 1 
to God, then genuine virtue never can be 
found but in the exerciſe of pute religion, 
undefiled with idolattous practices. To talk 
therefore of virtuous Heathens, if jdolaters . 
be meant, is an ga: too great for lan- 
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TE ball now . KEs to enquire what, 
according to the ſacred penmen, wete 


0 PM, objects of religious worſhip among the 


Heathens ; by what names they are deſcribed 


in the word of God; and what is the real 


opinion of the inſpired writers themſelves, con- 
cm the natures a . of the Tagen 
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og 1. The de of Halal in the time of 


- FU FRY thus deſcribed, not in obſcure terms : 


* Take ye therefore good heed unto your- 
** ſelves, ſince ye ſaw no ſimilitude when the 


Lord ſpake unto you from the fire, leſt ye 


8 £* 


66 corrupt yourſelves, and make you a graven 


* image, the- ſimilitude of any figure, the 


„ likeneſs of male or female; the likeneſs 
* of any beaſt that is on the earth; the like- 


4 neſs of any winged fowl that flieth in the 
-< air; the likeneſs of any thing that creepeth 
Lon the ground; the likeneſs of any fiſh 


0 "©, on 
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f & that i is.in the waters wk the earth: and |- 
| te left thou lift up thine Eyes unto heaven, and 
_ when thou ſeeſt the ſun, and the moon, and 
© che ſtars, even all the hoſts of heaven, 
* ſhouldeſt be driven to worſhip them, and 
f 4 ſer ve them, which the Lord thy God hath 
aw imparted to all nations under the 'whole 

| J be? heaven. And Again, If there be found 
500 among you within any of thy gates which 

the Lord thy Sod giveth thee; man or wo- 
ma that hath wrought wickedneſs in the 

A fight of the Lord thy God, in tranſgreſſing 
" his coveriant ; and hath gone and ſerved 

0 other gods, and worſhipped them, either the 

5 ; ſun, or mobn, of any of the hoſts of heaven, 

„ which I have nbt commanded .“ Moſes, 

| : in theſe minure deſcriptions of the idolatry 

_ of his own times, maketh no mention of the 

| fouls of dead men, as objects of religious 

© worſhip; nor doth” he even intimate that any 
öf their emblematit figures wett in the ſhape 
of men, although he carefully enumefratethi 
the ſeveral kinds, according to the kee 
of which theit images were malie... 

- the moſt ancient pickure of the 
rſt idolatty is in the Book of Job: If, 

"rat this amen, ns I _ the ſun when 
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0 « he wied, or the moon increaſing in ber 
« brightneſs, and my heart wete then ſecretly 
| £ enticed, or my hand touched i my, lips, this 
_ *. would have been a crime. to be puniſhed by 
the judge of the world, © * becauſe 1 ſhould 
have lied againſt the God above. This 
| deſcription. carries with it evident marks. of 
greater antiquity than even that of Moſes. 
The worſhip of which Job here ſpeaketh 
was paid immediately to the fun and moon 
themſelves, the eyes being fixed upon . thoſe . 
_ heavenly bodies i in the at of adoration. He 
maketh no mention of emblematic fhrines 
or figures, which were conſecrated tothe ſun, 
„ and hoſts of heaven. 1 ſuch 
ching had reached the knowledge f Job, 
he would ſcarcely, have omitted (ey in this 
defence of his own conduct; becauſe many 
haye d before theſe emblematic figures, 
ho perhaps never kiſſed the hand imme- 
diately to the ſun itſelf, It ſeemeth therefore, 
that ſuch things were not uſed, or at leaſt 
not much known, in the days of Job; but 
they are carefully enumerated i in the account 
of Moſes, and connected with the worſhip 
of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, even all the 
ns 60 ares: for this reaſon he forbids 
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the Iſraelites to make the likeneſs of any 
beaſt, fowl, e CE fiſh, a" an py els of” | 
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$2. Syipblica ene of che 1 


had undoubtedly their firſt" tiſe among the 
Egyptians; 2 circumſtance often alluded to, 


both by ancient hiſtorians * and poets: The 
time of their commencement ſeems to have 
been during the refidence"of Jacob's deſcen- 
dants among that people. Moſes ſaith of tlie 
Iſraelites, _— ſhall no more offer their ſacri- 
fices to Shorim *, emblematic figures in the like- 
neſs of goats, or other rough animals; which 
plainly "intimates that they had done this be- 
fore: but we never read of any ſuch thing 
prior to their deſcent into Egypt; nor does 15 
pear that this kind of idolatry was either 
known to the Canaanites, while any of the 
patriarchs lived among them, or praftiſed by 
the more eaſtern nations, even in the days of | 
Joſhuah! | Theſe .Shorim, as alſo the Ch 
nim i, figurative images of the ſun and =ther, | 
or ll Afe-hearths, with a ies o of - 
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like k King, Hm to have been the © new Ses, | 


£1 


whom Moſes f peaketh of © as lately come up,” / 


- and whom“ he ſays © their fathers feared not; 
although. * their fathers ſerved alien gods on 5 


other ſide of the flood 4 in Ur of the Chal- 


4 But theſe ſymbolic figures of the hea- 
venly bodies and their various influence, - 
were! not known in thoſe more ancient times; 


nor are they ever mentioned in the ſcriptures, 


till ſpoken of as a park of the Egyptian idola-. 
try. The images,“ or {eraphim, which © Ra- 
* chel ſtole”! from her father , and which after · 


wards-periſhed ** under the oak near Shechem,” 


here they were! hidden by Jacob? for chat 


end” „ were not ebend ie figures of any 


created deity. They were uſed, as appear- 
eth from the hiſtory, of after · times, for the 


purpoſe of divination; and that too, though 
unlawfully, hy ſome worſhippers of the true 


| God. They are carefully diſtinguiſhed pork | 
own „ * malig? W N 8 
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8 3. Moſes never 43 us one chte 


of offering ſacrifices to departed ſouls of our 


own kind. There is indeed only one paſ- 
ſage alledged in favour of ſuch an idea; 


Deut. xxxii. 17. 5 t Gen, xxxv, 4. 
8 apa 2, 5. ht © Dd Ibid. xxxi, 19. 
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bur it can _ anſwer no other purpoſe, ow 
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ſides FER of coating bow . ſome au- 
thors have wiſhed, for the ſake of their on 
ypotheſis, to find in Moſes, at leaſt one ex- 
atriple's of paying religious honours to de- 
ceaſed men. The writers of the Old Teſta- 
ment,“ ſays Mr. — properly deſcribe 
2 the Heathen gods as dead perſons, becauſe 
it uns to ſuch chat the public worſhip was 
: Pym Pi more immediately directed. And then 
he adds the following note in ſupport of his 
aſſertion: This is implied in that decla- 
1 ration, vhich Moſes required each If 
*. raclite to make, at offering the firſt fruits 
of every year. I baue not given .ought 
4. re for (or to) the dead + to any Heathen 
deity: which ſuppoſes that each of theſe 
1 Acities was nothing more than a dead per- 
* ſon.“ Neither this aſſertion, | nor even the 
note which is added in ſupport. of it, is a | 
fact although the latter is introduced as.if =. 
it were a declaration of n but wirh 
| what juſtice will ſoon appear. 2 i ; 
The method of tithing, among the. Jews, Wo” 9 
. was as followeth: They paid a . — out of | = 
_all their effects, every year, to the Levites 2 
- Out of this tithe, the Levites paid a tenth to 
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the pris * for che baer. teecived no ore 


tithes pad to — s. No the 
nine parts W e 2 „ | 
to be uſed,” till; chey had, ont of rheſe_ alſo, 

paid”'a ſecond? tithe a; which for the two 
firſt years, was to be "edrried to the place 


Where God might chooſe to record his 
name, and there to be ſpent, in feaſting 
with the Levites. But if this place ſhould 


happen to be at too great a diſtance for car- 


Flage, they might turn this ſecond tithe into 
money, and buy with it ſuch things as are 
enumerated by Moſes, for the purpoſe of 
Feaſting at the temple; to which he addeth, 
"I" Thou ſhalt eat there, before the Lord thy 
God, and ſhalt rejoice, thou and thine houſe- 
hold . This ſecond tithe, every third 
year, Was to de ſpent at home within their 
on gates, upon the Levites in the country, 
the poor, rh fatherleſs, and the | widow.*, 
This was called by the Jews, the poor man's 


of this tithe, when ren, or of the money 
for Which e Have” been _ to thoſe 


3 Numb. xelts7 5. 
Deut. xiv. 22. 
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lm were attended w a ; 
1 They were not to cat of a. - Wy: 
their mourning. for the neareſt . relation; . 
were not to ſend any, part of it to other "oe 
s, in diſtreſs for the loſs. of parents, 1 
chillin. or kindred; nor to uſe it for any . 
purpoſe whateve „which related to a funeral. | 
Hence, a part 0 that confeſſion which the 
Iſraelites made with reſpect to tithes in, general, 
_ relateth-to the. circumſtances. here mentioned, 
The confeſſion ; itſelf was to be uttered before 
the Lord, at the firſt great feaſt after the 
diſtribution of the tithe of che third year 
among the poor, and was to be conducted | 
agreeably to the following directions of Moſes: By 
When thou haſt made an end of tithing, =_ 
© allehs tithes of thine increaſe, in the third 
«. year, the year of tithing (for the poot) 
and haſt given unto the Levite, the ſtranger, 
« > thei fatherleſs, and the widow, that they 
* may eat within thy gates, and be filled: 
2 thou ſhalt ſay before the Lord thy 
*. God, I have brought away the hallowed 
« ** chings out of mine houſe, and, 'alſo haue 
+ given. them to the Levite, and unto the 
5 * ſtranger, to the fatherleſs, and to the widoy, 
according to all thy commandments, which 
* thou haſt commanded me: I have not 
2 3 thy commandments z neither 
. have - 


4 woes. > rn 
77 re m 


ig this paſſage to firft fri 


L * * | | 

& have 1 forgotten 8 1 have not eaten 
1 thereof 1 in my mournihg, neither have 1 
4 taken away ought thereof for wy unclean” 

uſe, nor given ought thereof for "the 
Flory no No o one would ever think of apply- 
fruits as connected 
with the worſhip! of Heathen" gods, unleſs re- 
duced to an extreme neceſſity of finding { me- 


thing like a proof i in ſupport of what is no | 
Where aſſerted in the books of Moſes : For the 


Jewiſh law-giver never once intimateth, that 
either before or during his time, | ſacrifices 
were offered to dead men; nor can e be 
proved that this bed nn my 
where pradtiſed i in _ wore” 


7 ' 48-2 
1 1 . 4 Wo 4 1. 1 


AE 4. The ſtate of: neee 4 W 
| of 


udah is thus deſcribed :' * Manaſſeh 5 | 

0 evil in the fight of the Lord, like unto the 
© abominations of the Heathen, whom the 
Lord had 'raſt out before the children of 
, Iſrael: he reared up altars for Baalim, 
and made groves, as did Ahab king of 
I Ural, and worſhipped all the hoſts of hea- 
den and ſerved them: he built altars for all 


| een hoſts of heaven, in the courts of the 
> Lord's houſe ; and wy up a IRE * 


i 
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n in the houſe of God 100 Tbe n of 
Joſiah, who, put down the, idolatry of Ma- 
naſſeh, and all preceding kings, is thus men-. 

tioned: And the king commanded Hitkiah - 
i the high prieſt, and the prieſts of the ſecond 
* order, to bring forth out of the'remple of 

| * the Lord, all the veſſels made for Baal, and 
for r Aſhreh, and for all the hoſts of heaven; 
and he diſmiſſed the Camerim, whom the 
kings of Judah had ordained to burn in- 
* cenſe in the high places round about Jeru- 
« ſalem ; and. them alſo, that burnt! Incenſe 
“ unto Baal, to the ſun, and to the moon, 
* and to the Planets, and to all the hofts of 
* heaven; and he took away the horſes 
* which the kings of Judah had given to the 
6 ſun, and burnt * chariots of 9 ſun with 
& fire wi The whole idolatry of that people, 
from firſt to laſt, is thus repreſented by the 
prop phet Jeremiah: At that time, ach the 
Lord, they ſhall bring out the bones of the 
0 „ Kings of Judah, and the bones of his 
* princes, and the bones of the prieſts, and 

by the bones of the prophets, and the hones 
« * of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, out of their 
«* graves z and they ſhall ſpread them before 
| C3 the ſun, and the moon, and all the hoſts of 


— 


78 Chron, chap. xxxiij comp. with 2 Kiogs, chips xx, 
5 * 2 Kings, chap. xxiii. 4, &c, 5 


a heaven, 


4 


heaven, whom they have Os and whom. 
« they. have. ſerved, and after whom they have 


* walked, and whom they have. ſoug he, and 


* 8 
FF 


* whom they. have worſhipped*. e 


Jo one that readeth this minute deſerip- 


tion, can well avoid F two things: 


Firſt, that if the worſhip of dead men had 


really been à part of the Jewiſh idolatry, it 
world have hardly eſcaped 50 F notice 


F< - £ 


the wrigers of the Old T ment are. very far 
. repreſenting the Heathen deities as no- 


I ching more than the fouls of deceaſed perſons, 


raiſed, ta divine honours, by the ignorance and 


 _follyof their worſhippers. It, muſt fill every 


candid reader with unuſual ſurpriſe, to find 


world, perpetually aſſerting, that the Writers 
of the Old Teſtarifent declare the objects of 
Pagan worſhip, to have been nothing more than 


5 any author of reputation in the literary 5 


dead men; and the rather, ſince almoſt every 
paſſage in that bock, which takes notice of the | 


' the contrary in the, moſt expreſs and deciſive 
language. We might. ſoon fill a whole vo- 


ning, in the moſt Aire terms, that the 
. andite 2 71 . Jo a: 3 


3 # bo ds 
f wy 


practice and ſin, of 1dolatry, clearly ſheweth 


lume With quotations gut of Scripture, all 


n 


vhich proves that they ever offeret 
to departed human bored on ay ecalion? 
We believe not. 


the Old Teſtamer 
pearance of a proof; that the Iſraclites were 


ever concerned in worthiy' paid to deteaſed 


which it relateth. In one of che Palms it is 
 faid of the ancient Ifraelites, that * they joihed 
i themſelves to Baal-Peor, and ate the ſacrifices 


or beaſt; and often for a dead human body, 
expreſsly diſtinguiſhed from the ſoul or perſon 
which is departed; thus, tbe cartuſe am 


* 


K 


nations round Judea, and elsttons + Iirielites, 
worſhipped the ſun, moon, planets; and hoſts | 


of heaven ; but can one ſentence be produe 
7 labrifices 


3100 There. * * os; age Akin dn 
men Which hath the leaſt ap- 


perſons of our o kind; nor can this inſtance 


itſelf have the force of an argument; unleſt it 


be received in a ſenſe, ten mee By 
the ſacred hiſtöry of thoſe! erm ies 80 


of the dead *,” The term Meth, as u partici- 
pial noun, is uſed for a lifeleſs curcaſe of man 


foul of man'; the carcaſe of the ſou of man «be 


is dend: and Methim, in the plural number, 


is TP for mortals, or dying men, as expreſſive 
of their ſtate; e, in this ſenks, u 


in e 28, 2 Wikib/utir - 
os mans *. 


aters 9 to. ** bby: the righteoys 
appoint — of God 7, once to perſons in 
extreme miſery *, 8 wicked worldly 
men /: But it is no where uſed, that we know 
20 for deceaſed perſons, unleſs with the em- 
- Phatic letter, or article, when it. is written; 
_ Hemethim®, the dead. As a participle it is joined 
with Pegrẽm, which, together, are twice ;ren- 
dered dead corpſes . Paærim of itſelf ſignifies 
as cartaſſes ; and Methim i 15 alſo put alone for 
bodies in the grave. Thus much for 
-the uſe of the word; but what is its meaning 
in thi "by They ate the ſacrifices of 
* Mubam?”. Not tbe dead, as denoting de- 
vim human ſpirits; for the term, in this 
form and conſtruction of it, conveys no ſuch 
n The phraſe muſt ſignify, that they ate 
either the ſacrifices of idolaters, or the ſacri- 
jm nan of : lifeleſs. idols. If we compare the 
P. with the hiſtory to which it refers, 
we ſhall ſoon ſee in what ſenſe the word Methim 
i to be here taken. Moſes records the cir- 
cumſtance here mentioned in the following 
4 eee me 5 eee. e 0 ſa- 


5 Job xxiv. 12. 435 1 gk 05 Hs" 
© F Pſalm xvii, Re: Pſalm _—_ 
11 * Numb. xvi. 48. Jud. wel. 
Pe . ii. 200 + Ko G maT „ 


« crifices 


8 
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What one prophet, calls gods, another! 
ing of the ſame thing ſtyles graven images ; 
and by the phraſe, gods, in this very 1 


of and they bowed. down to their idols,” Hence 


it appears obvious in What Tenſe we are o 


580 


8 and bod down to their gods; and Iſrael 
joined himſelf! to Baal-Peor*.” Now the gods 


to which they bowed down, were undoubt- 


edly ſome vilible objects, either the heavens - 
1 bodies, or elſe, abate BGG. The 
5 word, which” is here rendered gods, 18 ffe⸗ 


quently” uſed in the ſcriptures for idols; and 


K. 


ſtanct, idols or images have: "aways been 
_ underſtood. "Thus i in the Septusgint, they 
called them to the ſacrifices of their idols, 


underſtand that expreſſion in the above-men 
tioned pſalm, They © joined themſelves (Bag) 
peor, and ate the ſacrifices of lifeleſs idols,” 
which could. no more hear and ſee than a dead 


body, and in Which there was neither coun- 
ſel, nor power, to help. To thoſe lifeleſs 


images, called alſo by way” of” "reptoach, 


Perrin, Carcaſes*,” the living and true God is 


very often oppoſed, both by the prophets and 
| apoltles.” "Moſes gives not _ os intimation 


„ 

* - fl. . 

22 44:46 ＋ Ci : + N 0 
„ 4 4 4:4 


s Numb. 3 rv. 2. * Lait. 3 3% 2 ni. 18, 


1 
1 " 


| 
| 


__ 
” 
6 6 K 
A 2 W * b y aac: ne. 
n% , renn, oy ewes pong 56 —5 5 N ING 6 
* * 4 
- . — he try — A 1 — *. 4 * 4 1 L. 
— m * © * — SO " 
, . A p LB 
5 _ - 
e 1 
3 
* N =_ 
.D 
= 
* Pp” 1 <4 
N - 
4 +5 
4 « & 
uz 8 
ang 
— 
%# 


- 7 18 
5 LE 
LN 
18 
> 
\ 1 
1 
E 
11 
* x * 
* 1 — 
1 4: 
APES 
. 
1 „ 5 
1 
1 
4 
? : f 
. 
11 
4 1 
1 
EF BJ 
ST J 
EH 3 2 
5 8 F4 
©. 
oF. N 
2 #. 3:54 
* 44 1 35 : 
5M 
at 
7 F< 7 
E 
x 3 \ 
\ f 
F 1 


. A 9 Re . 4 
— . i rel We ens, een Fo OI 2 
— 3 r 223 —ç—7—? og was 
- " — 2 
% 


- 


Let 


Af offering ſacrifices to che ſouls of n 
men; ſuch an interpretation therefore of that 


_ pſalm is not at all ſupported by the Sad * 


thoſe tranſactions to which i it relateth, 
To theſe remarks we ſhall add the opinion 


4 of two very learned men, who were perhaps as 


and ſpirit of 


well acquainted with the language 


x the Old Teſtament Scriptures, as the writers 


of our own. times. Mr, Henry Ainſworth 
makes the following ſhort obſervation: 
_ ; They were Joined unto Baal-Peor, and ate 
+ the ſacrifices of the dead: By the dead, 
* meaning idol,, unto which the Scriptures do 


< oppoſe. the living and true Cd Dr. 


ON anda himſelf on the ſame 


paſſage: ** They ate ſacrifices offered to gods, 
who could. not-render them any aſſiſtance ; 
© but are as a thing deat and altonetier vain, - 


from which it would be extreme madneſs 

to expect either aid or comfort. Thus the 
* Apoſtle: Paul, in oppoſition to all the gods 
< of the Gentiles, ſays, by way of emphaſis, 
* that he hoped in che living, God. Some 
© underſtanding ſacrifices, diis mani bus, (as 
, be exprefſeth it) but that ſuperſtition was 
| nee in We All are ſaid to 
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don Num. Y. 2. Plalm cri. 28, 
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<6 8 Such Or! is as Jay SET ab 
| for thoſe vehement aſſertions of Mr. Farmer, 
continually repeated, That all the prophets 
of God, with one voice, affirm the "Dogon: 
** deities to have been nothing more than d 
*. „ men; that this is a fact atteſted by all anti- 
** quity ; that they ſacrificed to dæmons, and 
dæmons, as the prophets have ſhewn, were 
** nothing but the ſouls of dead men; with” 
innumerable other things of the like kind. 
One would imagine that the ſacred writers had 
very frequently; and in the moſt expreſa terms, 
aſſured us, that all the Heathen gods were 
really the ſouls of deceaſed perſons; yer-they 
have never once ſaid” that am of the Heathen' 
gods had been men, but conſtantly affirm» that 
the idolaters, whoſe conduct they cenſure, 
worſhipped the fun, moon, and hoſts of hea- 
ven. What they have written on this ſubject 
exact agrees with the hiſtories of ancient na- 
tions. There were no ſacrifi offered to dead 
men in _ _ of Moſes ; Es . 
not de, even born: Nor was chat Has 


& L. v. exp. $6, and cap iv. $6. 


[eo hs j ro i the time of any of the. pro- 
phets; no ſuch inſtance, therefore, can be 
proved from the ſacred hiſtory of the Jews. / 

Wich reſpect co the "rears of the Old 
* Teſtament,” ſays Mr. Farmer, though they 
52 | 1 believed in ſidereal 
and element; y deities, yet they very pro- 
| * perly- deſeribe their gods as dead perſons, 
becauſe it was to ſuch. that the public wor- 


45 ſuip was more immediately directed. Here 
it ſhould be obſeryed, that when they de- 


* ſenibe the Hesthen gods ds dead perſons 
they cunſider them as what they really n 
©. not: what they were gourtiwed uo be by their 
1 have aſſerted % And 
Tawenabe kalt intimionathes the gods of the 
1 Heatliens were of two different kinds; the 


one ſuch as they ſeamed to themſelves to wor- 


chips the other the real objekle of their de- 


« yotions*” 
from theſe two —— j That the Fu- 


"hays pain wie ſacrifices to the ſun and moon, 
chey raaly meant theſe things for dead perſons ? 
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Now What are we to conclude 


he ſouls af 1 men 1 Thas 3 
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TTY 
| That the writers 6F the Old Teftai 
allow them to beer #0rlhipped ſideteal {odd at BR. 
all? And that 2 their deities to v hem — | 5 
fered ſacrifices 'wete nothing more than de; | 
parted ſouls of their own kind? If it ſhould be 
anſwered, that the above paſſages neither aſſert 
ali the Pagan gods to have been deceaſed i men, 
ae the Heathens never worſhipped any. 
other objects than departed "fouls of "their 
own kind; and that it is not here ſuid, chat 
the” eee writers: will not "allow" them to 
+workhipped'fidevenl Gade Ab ü: We 
migtlenheh al If — theſe things! were 
intended, hat could the author mean But 
this, perhaps, is not worth ah ehquiry; for 
truth does not want the dark and covert ex- 
reſſions of the Pythian *ripos, Which can ne- 
ver be proved to aſſert what it means to g- 
zeſt, - but may ſignify this or that, juſt "us" 
the genius and imagination of the reader mall 
direct. However, neither the Iſraelites nor 
the; — are ever charged in the Old 1 
ar, with worſhipping dead men. i 
'E rs of the New Teſtament alſo ſpeulk 
of che Jeviſh idolatry. in the very ſame lun- 
puoget © Then God turned, and gave them vp 
**. 10 Hoot ſhip. the bing s of bittven; as it 8 written 
* in the bock of the prophets,” Many of 
2 % | > AQ bits 4 7 tas 
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can never be proved 0 
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455 We wall n e * 
lol gods are called in the holy ſripeores?: 
The war ©, aal denotes authority, and f 
this, reaſon is applied to any object of re- 
ligious e — 2105 Baal- Gad, 
„Beal herich When chi wann.... 
or, chef at thoſe creme) gals which were 
Iudea. bie will appear obvious meh 
following, circumſtances, * Baal ꝰ is generally 
ſpoken, of as chief of the hoſts of heaven, 
and is, for the moſt part, introduced as the 
head of all other idol-gods - Thus it is faid ef 
the-ten, tribes; that they worſhipped all the 
* hoſts of heaven, and ſeryed Baal l. It is a 
frequent accuſaion nd che-Ihractives/ "char 


— — gods 4? ” i given as Toe 5 
e of their idolatry, that they ſerved 
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* hoſts of heaven * Moloch“ whoRalfofiyled 

Are e ares Mileem“, ” or the burning 

god, is rhe ſame „Baal“ unto whom Jeremiah 
h, they burnt their ſons and Seen p 

Mn mono Nothing, xh E oo 5 
be more pointed than Ae propoſal to the 

2 of Mn rhea that ki | 


it wankally' — ————— as wks | 


chief object of their religious worſhip, was 
under the immediate controul of tie God of 
Israel, that rain was withheld or given ut his 
pleaſure, and of conſeq uence the various Fraits | 
of che th bn cult + N Has 
As the word Baal * is applied to any object * 
5 4 Vorige; ſo the Phraſe . Baslim- 
noteth the gods in general; not ſuch as 
were the ſouls of dectaſed men) But the 
hoſts of heaven. This is evident from the 
language of ſeripture: He reared up Altars 
for Baalim, and made groves, and Wor- 


$f ſhipped all the hoſts of heaven, and ſerved * 
them Now to what end did the king of 


Judah rear upaltars for“ Raalim ? Fbe anfuer 


. eee Thac heimight vorhip and ſers 
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* 1 7 wy „„ we 1 
. 1 K xi. 7+,comp, 2 Kings mii 1 cet" go 
"1 Jerem. xxxii. 35. comp. Vii. 31. and xix. 5+ 

* 7 1 Kings XYill. 24 Nis W in * 
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1 che hoſts of e d 3 As of 

idolatrous worſhip, therefore, are in one place 

called *f Raalim, and — —4 ot 
Zane ww aiiong the! urrou 


mooſ is — nad: —.— Py 
mer, and perhaps the ſame with aten 
el heaven?,”* Her worſdip was ancient, 
f | great, for her dame \gune honour v9 


in general. The ſacred- — nix c 

L- of the children of Iſrael: They 
did evil again in the ſight of the Lord, 
< and ſerved Baalim and ror OR Wm 


1 in „ age The- gods of 
We Syria, the gods -of Tidon, the gods of | 
. Maab, and the gods of the children of Am- 
mon, and the gods of the »Philiſtines, *" 
6 ; AfhatE” was a ns no 10W 

— het: wes; — — *Blef- 
fra, or according ta the Grecian: theology, 
the gods givers of good things, and, Aſharoth⸗ 
the goddeſſes 1 from whom were derived, in the 
ofiition of idolatets, fs, 2 "and riches, 
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"Theſe terms are in — — 
| tranſlated groves" the- following axcataples: will 
Jord that ig H= Aſhars,” the goddeſs 
| of proſperity. Joſiah brake down: the houſ 
aof the proſtitutes which were by the temple, 
"0 deine enn wove e 16, 4 or Ents | 


— 


— nations. wy On — high hilt, an 
C under every green tree, they ſet them up 
4. ſtanding images, and Aſbarim Bleſſors, or 
ſymbolic figures 1 in honour of thoſe gods co 
whom they a { & all Soon advan- 
tages. W. $0631 606; IO: CIO Sit: 5 
- Thos much concerning thoſe" general ap- 
| pellations which are given in ſeripture to the 
Pagan Gods. Fheſe phraſes - either 
power and authority, or elſe that kind of in. 
fluence which attends the productio 
plants, fruits, and animals, and which, . 
ing to the Heathens, v vas dhe cauſe"of proſ- 
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88. We are next examine, paige | 
rink opinion of the ſacred, writers concerning 
the natutes and charactets of the Pagan deities? | 
But we muſt proceed with caution in this part 
f of our ſubject, for ſome unexpected difficul- 
li ties are 'thrown in our way; doubts are raiſed, 
| [whether the inſpired pefimen conſidered the 
_ Heathen gods as having any exiſtence at all. 
or not: If they ſhould be found to deny this 
matter, all further encpairſes concerning the 
| lubje& will be uſeleſs. When! it is ſaid,” 
2 uſe the words of our author, an idol (that 
2 is, Aa Heathen deity Or dæmon, 18 NO- 
| THIN GIN THE nen. the meaning 
7 6 ther that this reputed deity hath no 
It 72 ence in nature, or - ha he hath no — | 
1 50 be did not exiſt *, * — in this 
paſſage, honeſtly 2 terms; with him, 
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„ 
an idol, a Heathen deity,” and a dæmon, are 
all one and the ſame ching, and he bath” 1e. ; 
pee this notion of his, with no ſmall de- | 
Tree of waranth,/ in his letters to Dr. Wor- 5 8 
thington but whether the apoſtle Paul 
| looked upon za graven image and a dæmon 
to be one and the ſame thing, is by no means 
evident. And beſides, if we allo the exiſt· 
ence of the deity repreſented by the dumb e 
and lifeleſs idol, although we juſtly ſtrip Him . 
of all that power and influen e which his vo- 
taries aſeribed to him as 2 god, yet, even in 
this eaſe, we cannòt affirm with truth, that . 
he is of no more account than if he didi not | 
< exiſt;” for the loweſt" degree of” OK | is” ; 
ſomething beyond nonen tit. 24/749 e. 
But the evident delign of the learned a 
thor is to ſhew; that the Heathen deities had 
no real eriſteneb in nature, and were not at 
all diſtinct from thoſe lifeleſs ſtatues which 55 
were the work of their own hands. Hence 
he thus writes, When St. Paul ſays, We 
©, xnow that an idol is nothing, the expreſſion 
** iniplies, that the nullity of the Heathen gods 
or dæmons was a 8 by him- 
G; ſel n An. he ſays in a | 1 N : 
hee Nor is this cenſure | co 
| » Eifay on Dem. 5. 1 %ũ9ũ99. 
# Wage p. * eee eee 
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LY) 
#i 2 Pan only of, che, Heathen gods, it is ex- 
| | E tended to all, without a ſingle. exception. 
= * They are all vanity, ALL the gods of the n. 
= 1 « dim are adols an not lings: not powerful evil 
|| 4 En. but — 1p tis manher 
4 | | 3 en deities ;. and 0 "ts of Chris 
= « uſcd the lame language; Ma knowthat an ide! 
4 b Thumm This is not to be un- 
i = 24 dexſtood f the mere images of the gods: for 
Bo? the Heathens did not regard thoſe images, in 
4 hemſelees oonſidered, as real gods. They 
7 * believed them to be the repreſentatives and 
. . dhe receptacles of their gods, and in this 
ir” view,;they ſpoke of them as gods, and the 
Objects of divine worſhip; and it is in re- 
as .;/ fexencs. to the divine payers ſuppoſed to re- 
ade in them, that the ſcriptures affirm 
by * that they are nothing... On. all. Occal 
. 4 -; the ſacred ! egen deride theſe pre ended 
. — poliſhed by the — ot of 

« the artificer, and the, deities themſe 
as equally void of underſtanding, or ra- 
IItber a being nothing diſtinet from thoſe 
. ſenſeleſs materials, and exiſting only in 
46 
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This „„ y confoundeth eg 
which want proof with thoſe which were 
never doubted by any one, and thus beguit 
eth his reader with ſerming evidences inſtead 
of real arguments. As for inſtance, Mhe 
deb net know chat idols are conſidered as 0 
thing „% a) Yip it 

4 \cbedivine powers ſuppoſed to relide in them??? 
Who is not ſenſible that., On all occa ; 
* N the; ſacred * deride theſe 795 

a5 mer (earthly, — br Who. ever 
ade em in any other light,? But. ia 
oo 2 "hole da ws deities to 

in nature? Solomon 's temple ifelf, the. 

relidence of the true God, on t 

lx materials, and was as much £ poliſhed 
$6 * by. the hand of the-artificer,” as any graven 
image whatever, and yet the. ancient dif- 
ference between that and idols is ſtill obvious ry 
the one was, formed under the immediate di- 
ftion of God. the other, from the mere .inven- 
ton of idolaters in the one he really dwelt. 
who created the heavens and the earth, in the. 
ther, as the ſacred writers juſtly obſerve, there | 


ny Kind: ; But is this a proof that they = 
5 3 * the H. | jg 
. i diſtinet from thoſe ſenſeleſs m. 


2 = terials,” 


UL ai 


% tevials,” and: that they had noexiſtence bur 
in the imagination of their-worſhippers * 
Surely ou unleſs. the miſtaken 'notions which 
have been entertained concerning any being be 
| allowed" as an evidence that there is no fuck 
being in the univerſe. © The Perſians uſed no 
images ' whatever, they neither built temples, 
nor raiſed altars, yet it cannot be juſtly "Tad, 
that their gods were mere creatures of the 
imagination -- becauſe" they had no ſtatues ; * 
for they fierificed to the whole circle of hea- 
ven, to the fun? and moon, to the earth and 
fire; and to the water and winds” Habe the 
fabred writers any where "affirmed theſe to be 
mere millities 75 They are the very ſame objects 
religious worſhip wich rhoſe conſtantiy cen“ 
yphets, and their real influence 
in thoſe things which are eſſential to the pre- 
ſent life of man is not only {till acknow- 
much better” underſtood khan in 
r DD (44.2518 2 715 N 00 n 
Th F' Heathen wor- 
tip ate aid” 0 be Joi” bh the ſcriptures, M 
only" as "gods. The facred: writers neither deny” 
the reality of their exiſtence, nor its conſe- 
quences in the world, nay, they affirm their 
influence to be the appointment of God, and 
to be under his on immediate controul and 


direction, in all caſes whatever. Hence faith; 
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Moſes, © Bleffed of tl 
for the precious things bf - heaven, for: 
<< the dew, and for the deep that coucheth be- 

© neath, for the precious fruits from the —_ 
fun, for the precious things put forth by | = 
„ the moon, and for the precious things of 1 
the earth, and the fulneſs thereof T 1” But — 
no merit, no intended bounties, are ever aſ- 
cribed to thoſe beings in the ſcriptures, nor 
are men © once confidered” as laid under the 
ſmalleſt obligation to t for any bleſſing.” 
Neither Jews nor Gentiles therefore could ever” 
look upon them as objects of divine worſhip, ; 
without renouncing their entire dependance 

Go "a the ſole ng mm rey | | 


| EP 


4 Ftp N 7 


. 7 


24 

* 
4 35 
4 


89. neee ee ail. remain to 
be determined, Whether the Heathens wor- 
ſhipped only the different parts of the m. 
terial and viſible world; or, whether, toge- 7 
ther with theſe; they looked upon themſelves 

as ſacrificing to certain intelligent agents ſup- 

poſed to reſide in them : wy - ſo, what do 

and Demons, under 5 
Pagan deities? As to the che anſwer is 
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; here be called in queſtion- tas The ſen?” 
tient nature and divinity of the ſun, moon; 
and ſtars mott eſpecially, was ſtrenuouſly 
— by ——— a well a8 1550 
« « deed the very foundation of + Pagan fro 
* cept atheiſts, or thoſe who were depend 
© ſueh.., heſe were: the firſt, deities of all 


89 


I; is — ee idolaters, at leaſt; 
in their own: opinion, worſhipped certain in- 


telligent beings, ſuppoſed to reſide in the dif. 


ferent parts of nature. And the ſame thing 


tend, a6 appearcth- from: the. er e 
lations given in feripture to idol gods, who 
"ppp, his the language of idolaters is 
ee eee e Bim, : 
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the Heathen gods a are. charaQteriſed i in the Ola: ; 
and New Teſtament ? This point would as | 
eaſily and as ſoon be determined as the fore- 
going, were it not for ſome learned remarks 
and queries. thrown. in our way; which are 
indeed well deviſed to keep the truth out of e 
lig ht. „ Moſes, as we are told, in his prophe- 
nie hymn concerning the apoſtacy of the 
« — takes notice of it as a proof and _— 
* aggravation-of their idolatrous diſpoſition, © . - 
* that | they ſacrificed unto devils (Schedim)) if 
* whom he calls nem gods that \come-wow!ly . | 
wy Mw; not, and their fathers feared; © 
. Now this verſe, at leaſt, is not & _ 
. * of things to come, but a, decla -k 
ration of facts already paſt; and Moſes, in 
this paſſage neither calleth the Shedim. new , 
gods that came newly ap, nor yet gods whom... 
their .. fathers feared not. The general. de. 25 
ſign of the place is evident. even from, 
our common They ſacrificed. -Y 
1 unto Schedim, not to God: to gots whom, : i 
'; they knew not, to new, gods. tha t 925 | : 
newly up, whom your farhers feared ETD 
But our author proceeds in his own. way 5, 
"The Pale Jn the manner, thus be- 
as TO 
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LE 1 
meghters unto A; (Sthedim). 
| JF all the Pagan gods were devils, hy 

te che Schedins" diſtinguiſhed from their 
gods? Why are they called ne to 
che Iſraelites, who had of old worſhipped 
© the/Pagan 2: Why is the'worſhip of 

theſe Scbedim mentioned as a matter of pe. 
ar reproach? And if theſe' Scbedin were 
< devils; who have a real and extenſive power 
over mankind, why are wel nnn vanities” 

; "and idols he r deres F 
or n N were not deri; Lor if the 
Sedim be really Kanus, as this gentle- 
man now affirms; from their other gods, it 
is evident that a their gods were not of 
the ſame kind; that the Shedim are not called 
nei td the Iſraelites, neither is the 1 
of them mentioned as a matter of peculiar re- 
pronch above the worſhip” of other idol gods; 
and that we do not + underſtand theſe Sbedim 
to be devili; but even even ſuppoſing them to be 
"wicked ſpirits, or Tchef beings who have a 
real and extenſive pe werover mankind;yet wh 
confidered as objects of worſhip, they r BE 
juſtly e called vanities, ani their images as pro- 
pefly denominated” ide. The obvious and 
one influence of the ſun, and moon, 
bir, fee mankind, cannot be denied, yet 

/ viewed 
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viewed as gods ey 46 are e vanities and” their on l- 
cues idols. Wo 25 
But he thus goes on: 6 The ore bein 
is derived from a verb which ſignifies 40 
* lay waſte, to deſtroy, and ought to have been 
* rendered the deſtroyers. It expteſſes the ſup- 
poſed cruel nature and character of theſe 
gods, who were thought to delight in, and 
* who were accordingly worſhipped by, the 
„Nhe of the human ſpecies, and who! - 
required, as appears from the context, ven 
* the blood of their ſons and daughters.” T 
this we anſwer with all brevity, that the 
word Shedim is not derived from a verb which 4 
ſignifies 70 lay waſte, and to deftroy ; that it . 
ought not to have been rendered: he deftroyers;” = 
that it does not expreſs the ſuppoſed cruel nature ; 
of thoſe falſe gods; and that it doth not re: 9 
fer to thoſe miſchiefs which they had formerly" | —_— 
occaſioned;. but to thoſe bountics WER 18 5 = 
were then thought to give. e 
But it is immediately added in cee pal. a 
| __ „Who the gods were that were wor- ; 
* ſhipped by human ſacrifices, all hiſtory in- 
forms us; and ſo has the Pſalmiſt in the moſt” 
* expreſs terms, they ate the facrifices of the 
* dead. They were the great warriors who 
in their mortal ſtate delighted in the Naugh- * 
ter of the human race.” To which aſſertions * 
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we return the following: Who the gods were 
that were worſhipped by human ſacrifices. all 
kiſtory informs us; and ſo doth the Pſalmiſt 
in expreſs language: They facrificed their ſons 
and daughters unto, Sbedim; and ſhed annovent 
blood, . the "blood of their. ſons. and daughters, 
whom they. ſacrificed; unto. the. idols of Canaan. 
But the Pſalmiſt no where ſays, nor ever in- 
timateth, that they ate human ſacrifices offered 
10 dead, men Neither is it any where ſug- 
geſted in the whole word of God, that the idols 
ef Canaan were dedicated to great watriors of 
the human race z nor is there one inſtance to 
be found on record, of men raiſed to divine 
honours' by any people becauſe of their paſt 
delight in the ſlaughter of their oyn ſpecies, 
and yet this is here aſſigned to be the very rea- 
ſon why thoſe gods were Na with hu- 
man. ſacrifices. 3%. 11306 : 
What is it that ſuch kind. of p > 2 AY 
and fuch a method of quoting ſcripture, will 
not prove? No one paragraph, we apprehend, 
of the fame length, was ever penned, contain- 
ing an equal number of errors with that which 
we have now conſidered, and which is to be 
found in the © Diſſertation on Miracles,” The 
word Sbedim is derived from a, verb which 
fignifies to pour forth, 10 ſped, to ſeatter abroad, 
and. is uſed in the following ſenſes; firſt, to de- 
„„ 1 ne 
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* 2 1 ws} < 
5 & 1 | 
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note the all:ſufficiency ' of God in providing 


for every creature, but more eſpecially in ſup- 
plying the juſt with all needful bleſſings. 
The Lord ſaid to Abraham, I am El. Sbedi, 


God All-Sufficient.* It is next applied to the 


breaſts of women, which pour forth nouriſh- 
ment for their infants: And by the A 


niꝑpbiy, Sbedi, who ſhall bleſs thee with bleſ- 

* ſings of heaven, bleſſings of the - breaſts, 
* Shedim, and of the womb '. It is uſed like- 

wiſe "or cultivated and fruitful ground, Which 


Fance for man and beaſt; 


frvitfulneſs. Iſaac ſaid, the ſmell of my 
„ ſon is as the ſmell of a fell, edi, which 


„che Lord hath bleſſed f.. This word alſo 


rs metaphorically, for that affection and 
| kindneſs which is the ſource of various boun- 
| ties? : * Thou ſhalt ſuck the breaſt of kitigs e 

that ye may be ſatisfied with the breaſts 
* « off conſolation “. The verb itſelf is often 
uſed for ſhedding or pouring out in an evil 


ſenſe, but the ſubſtantive is rarely if ever 


applied either ro intelligent or other beings 


in FO meaning. 36 now leave it to the des 


„Gen. xvii. 50 5 85 10 Gen, xxvii. 27. 
Gen. xlix, 23. e Iſaiahlx. 16. 
OM Som xiv, 4 and 6. id. lavi. 11. 


„„ termina- 


8 


the plains of Sodom before their over- 
| throw were called Sem to denote their | 


hy . 
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termination of our candid is whether 
the term Shedim ought to be rendered mers 
xp pra , e e e . 
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4 44. Our anther," in 1 his « Eiay on — 
© moniacs,” refers to the foregoing aſſertions of 


= bis as ſo many deciſive evidences, that Moſes, 


y Hedim, and the Authors of the Septuagint 
verſion, by 4emons, meant nothing more than 


_ deified human ſpirits, and then adds the fol - 


lowing : ** Theſe reaſons, till I ſee them an- 


3 „ ſmered, will have more weight with me than 


mere aſſertions. There is indeed ſufficient 
evidence from the Septuagint itſelf, to prove 
* char the, authors of it did not in theſe 
* places mean devils, or any powerful and 
* miſchievous ſpirits, but the ghoſts of ſuch 
« dead men as the Heathens deified, as appears 
6 from an examination of the context in each 
places.“ ” The Septuagint verſion is then 
given of the two paſſages here mentioned; 


neither of which conveys even the moſt diſtant 
idea of any, human ſpirits whatever, as we 


ſhall immediately ſee, The words of Mo es, 
under which he characteriſeth the 


of Heathen worſhip, are literally EE els 


low : They ſacrificed to Shedim, not God, gods 
they knew not: new ones are come up in the 
N Page * Note =, 


9 


e 


1 
en 


1 * 1 
neighbourhood *, , your fathers dreaded © 


Theſe terms in the Septuagint verſion, 85 1 


thus expreſſed: They ſacrificed to Amon 


and not to God, to gods Twbom they knew not: 


new ones alſo came lately up, whom their fathers 
feared not. It is then as evident as any thing 
can, be, both from the words of Moſes and 
the Septuagint verſion, that the ſhedim of the 


former and the demons of the latter, are 5 
neither the gods which are here ſtyled new, 
nor yet thoſe whom it is ſaid their fathers 


feared not. It is indeed intimated, that thoſe 


new ones which came lately up had been feared 


by the Iſraelites as well as the /bedim, although 
they were not known to their fathers. Now, 


what real objetts of idolatrous worſhip were 


there at that time not known to their fathers 


on the other ſide of the flood! ? The ancient 
| Chaldees worſhipped the very ſame idol gods 
which are enumerated by Moſes, and which 
were honoured both in Egypt and among the 
Canaanites. If Moſes, by thoſe new ones, 


had underſtood objects of worſhip really and 
properly different from thoſe known to their 
fathers, he would certainly have been 3a 


careful to mention them by name, as he was 


„The term hore: uſed by Moſes denoteth nearneſs of 
place, not of time, in the following paſſages, Gen. xviii. 
12=-24 xv. 22. xly. 6. Exod, ili. 20. 
Fa 
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in the. former caſe to enumerate the, ſun, . 
and moon, ind hoſts of heaven. It ſeems... 
therefore moſt Probable, that by the new, 
ones he meant. nothing more. than. the ſym- 
bolic figures of the beavenly bodies, which 
were lately come up among the Egyptians 
in their own neighbourhood, and before 
which. they bowed down and offered ſacrifices, . 
as hath been already ſhewu. Theſe figures 
indeed were not known to their. fathers, . 
they dreaded them not; but the Ifraclites had, 
as appears from Moſes, brought their offerings. 
to Shorim, which the patriarchs feared not. 
However, let this article be as it may, 


ſince it is clear even to demonſtration, that 


moon, and hoſts of heaven. ; The Pfalmiſt 


their ſons and daughters to Shedim, and 
** ſhed innocent blood, the blood of their 
* ſons and daughters, whom they ſacrificed . 
© to the idols of Canaan.” Here the ſacred 


the idol gods of Canaan, and theſe were 
Baal, the ſun, moon, / planets, and all the 
hoſts of heaven, as we are e r 


for it doth not at all affect our argument, 


* 


the term /bedim is not only carefully diſtin. 
guiſhed from the phraſe new ones. lately come. | 
up, but is alſo applied to the æther, ſun, ) 


puts it beyond all doubt; They ſacrifice 


penman explaineth what he means by ſhedim, _ | 


in | 


. a 2 Now theſe ſhedim are 
called demons, in the Septuagint verſion, and 
by the apoſtle Paul: whence. it muſt be ob- 
vious to unprejudieed perſons, that the terms, 
ſhedim in the Old Teſtament, and 'damons in 
the New, are applied to thoſe gods which 
had never been men; and which, — 
to the above cited author's own confeſſion, 
were the firſt deities of all che e na- 
tions, and were eſteemed eternal, ſovereign, 
and ſupreme, and diſtinguiſhed by the title of 
Natural Gods. The repeated aſſertions there- 
fore of this writer, that by the Hebrew word 
ſhedim, and the term demons in the Septuagint 
verſion, nothing more was underſtood than 
overthrown; and the very great number of 
his rhetorical queſtions ſo often aſked on this 
part of our n, A frre c uſe- 
lu 

The next pattie which: 1 urges Goon: 
Moſes and the Septuagint, in order to ſhew, 
that by dæmons nothing was underſtood but 
the ghoſts. of dead men, is this, They have 
moved me to jealouſy by what is not God; they 
have provoked me to anger with their "idols. 
We can no more find the leaſt intimation of 
5 ſpicits in this than in the foregoing 


{dra 1 


| However, the ſuppoſed argument is 
— by the following remark: In theſe 
two verſes, the very ſame. perſons are 
called, firſt dæmons, then gods, and laſtly 
= idols; which confirms what was obſerved 
above, that St. Paul, by theſe three dif- 
<< fererit names, means one and the fame | 
"0 thing i gs 1 
Me have already ſeen iis many of 4 "Ing | 
thens made no uſe of idols or images in religious 
worſhip, yet they were always conſidered as 
having gods, and that the falſe deities ſo often 
mentioned in the fcriptures, were the ſun, 
moon, + planets, and ' hoſts of heaven; for | 
_ theſe and other reaſons before given, we look 
upon it to be morally impoſſible, that any of 
the ſacred penmen ſhould uſe the terms demons, 
gods, and idols, always to- denote one and the 
ſame thing, or that they ſhould ſpeak of the 
Pagan -' deities as nothing at all different 
from the lifeleſs images by which they were 
repreſented / for if the inſpired writers were 
not ſo learned as ſome modern authors, they 
had at leaſt as much common ſenſe. ' ** Theſe 
VY Vr hene till I fee them anſwered, will have 
more weight with me, than the mere afer- 
"4 Va of * mans no ob eg in 
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* o, Dem p- 220 Now ®. 11 d 14. us 
of $ 12. After 


= 12. After the Ila 
ing queſtions are — aſked with, no 
| {mall degree of ſpirit: Now, if the au- 
* thors of the Septusgint, by demons in- 
„ tended devils, it is natural to aſk, when did 
the Iſraelites ſacrifice to devils? Why are 
* devils called new gods? And why are they 
** called idok This is a word that frequently 
4 occurs in the Septuagint z but where doth it 
© ſignify devils in that tranſlation ?” To theſe _ 
chings, already heard in other terms, a conciſe: e 
anſwer ſhall again be given. The authors 
of the Septuagint verſion by demons, in the — 
paſſage alluded to, never intended devils, but 
only to expreſs the meaning of the word ſbedins ; 
included in it the ſun, moon, and hoſts of 
heaven. But whether the Iſraelites ever ſacri- 
ficed to devils or not, is a queſtion with which 
we have no concern, although our author 
himſelf may be intereſted in the deciſion of it. 
for he informs us that they uſed to offer a 
goat to Sammael, or Satan *.“ The ſbelim 
and demons are neither called new gods nor yet 7” | 
idols in the places here quoted. Thoſe . W 0 I 
n which were conſoened. | to nan 5 1 
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before. which thei, worldippers offered ſacgi- . 
fices, were juſtly. termed, idols; and by what: 
appears from Moſes they were ne in his 


time, not being mentioned in any earlier pe- 


ribd ; and this well agrees with the teſtimony 
of Heathen, writers concerning the Egyptians, 


as the fiſt nation that (erected, ſtatues to the 


gods. However, the Septuagint diſtinguiſhes 
the e det of which Moles, ſpeaks, from the 
nons, with as mach preciſion ' 
25 it is necdful for language to expreſs. But 
ſo fond is this writer of the ideas contained in 
the above paſſage, that he repeats them again, 
even in ohe lame. Page: 5 lo like manner it 
reſpect to Pſ. cvi. 37. 
1 WW //4 a of the-Heathens are demons, that 
* what are here by the Septuagint called de- 
4 ons, are called dead men, ver. 28. and 


<. will you allow that devils are dead men; 
or that like: the Heathen gods they are ei- 
ther not diſtinct from, or of no more account 


<< than, the ſenſeleſs images that repreſented 
* them? Were the idols of Canaan devils, 


N. - eres from e e eee 
countries? 

To theſe we * nk. hs no 
writer whatever, our author excepted, ever call- 


on Dem. p. 225, Note “. 


ed 


» 1 


ed one and the ſame thing by: he terni 88 
dead men, and grauen images, that in the Sep- 
tuagint verſion of the paſſage here quoted, 
there are no terms which can be proved to 
ſignify dead men; that we do not allow devils ta 
be dead men; that we conſider them to be as'' 
different — of the idolatrous worſhip - 

alm, as the fun, moon, and 
hoſts of . are from the ſenſeleſs images 
ſet up by their worſhippers; that the —— | 
Canaan; were never called devils by way | 
diſtinction from thoſe of other W * 
we beg leave to add, that if this gentleman 
thought ſuch queries as theſe to be either ne- 
ceſſary or uſeful in ſupporting his argument, 
he ought for that very reaſon to have ſuſpected 
the argument itſelf; or if he really appre- 
hended that ſuch queſtions could at all affect 
the ſentiments of thoſe who differ from him in 
concerning the Heathen gods, he was un- 
doubtedly very much miſtaken. ver, 
on this occaſion we would recommend to 
him the following juſt remark, — of 
ſome. regard: he knows from whom it came. 
1 „Bare aſſertiona, zum frequently ſoever they © 
nmap be repeated, and however N 
8 n een en ie 
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513. . Haring = endeavoured to clear 
our way, we now return to the enquiry which 


ſection, namely, What the prophets and 
apoſtles meant by ſbedim and demons, un- 
der which terms all the Heathen gods are 


characteriſed in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment? The ſacred writers, never concern 


themſelves at all either with the reality or non- 
exiſtence of the ſuppoſed intelligence of the 
heavenly bodies; nor do they ever deny the 
extenſive influence of the ſun, moon, and air, 
with reſpect to things neceſſary for the life of 
man; but they always ſpeak of that religious 
worſhip which was paid to them by: 1dolaters, as 
the abhorrence of God, and which for reaſons 


already mentioned, was ſtrictly forbidden his 
on people. We therefore think it evident, 


that by the term ſhedim Moſes neither meant 
fallen angels nor departed human ſpirits, but 
the. objeRs of idolatrous worſhip in his own 
time, which were the ſun; and moon, and 
hoſts of heaven; theſe the Heathens conſi- | 
dered as diſtributors of good things. The 
Authors of the Septuagint verſion who tranſ. 
lated his term by the word demons, neither 
intended evil ſpirits nor. deceaſed: perſons, but 
only thoſe Heathen gods which were wor 

* in che days of Moſes 1 nor could 
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12 have uſed any other phraſe with equal 
propriety; for had they ſaid that the limites 
ſacrificed to dead men, it would have been 
falſe, becauſe none ſuch! were-worſhipped- in 
Egypt, nor ben any where elſe that we know- 
of in the whole world; nor doth Moſes ever 
give the leaſt intimation of any religious 
worſhip of this kind. Had they ſaid, that the 
| Iſraelites ſacrificed to gods, not to God, they 


would have conveyed no diſtinct idea, at leaſt 

to their Pagan readers : but this language ispro» 
per and deciſive, . they ſacrificed to demons, nat 
imary and natural deities, whoſe | 


to their prin 
exiſtence was prior to that of men; but. Je- 
hovah, the God: . n was never corel 
named. 

e followerh habe this: the: apoſtle Paul, 
borrowing: the ideas of Moſes in the lan- 

guage of the Septuagint, could neither mean 
fallen angels nor departed human 7 
when he ſays, That the Gentiles ſacrifice to 
dæmons, not to God,” but the natural and 
primary gods of the Pagan world. And altho* 
there can be no doubt but that both the 


Greeks and Romans worſhipped. deceaſed he- 
roes in the times of our Lord and the apoſtles, - 


yet the ſacred: writers of the Ne Teſtament 
no where take any expreſs notice of it, con- 


8 fining 
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Going themſelves to — benſures of al 
idolatry wherever practiſed. This doth not 
look as if the popular worſhip among all Hea- 
then nations was chiefly directed to departed 
human ſpirits, When the apoſtle Paul re- 
buked the men of Lyſtra who would have 
ſacriſiced to him and Barnabas, as gods come 
don in the likeneſs of men, he took no no- 
tice of hero-worſhip, while it is clearly inti- 
mated that he did not look upon the people 
as intending ſacrifices on — (fion to ſuch 
_—_ were of che human Nor did he, 
1 at Athens, where — Ae faireſt op- 
portunity for doing it, particularly point out 

the erecting altars to deceaſed men; yet 
both at Lyſtra and Athens he very e 
fully attributes to the true God alone thoſe 
very bleſſings which, as we are aſſured in the 
ene res, idolaters uſed to aſeribe to their 
primary or natural deities ; thus a great mul- 
titude at Pathros in Egypt, anſwered” the 
e Jeremiah, We will certainly burn 
incenſe to the queen of heaven, and pour 
out drink-offerings unto her as we have 
done; for then had we plenty of victuals, 

and were well, and ſaw no evil; but ſince 
we left off to burn incenſe to the queen of 
unto her, we have wanted all things, and 
pg gg - ; Ea 
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Have been cor ed by the ſword, and by 
< famine . But the apoſtle at Lyſtra, in di- 
rect oppoſition to all ſuch vain and abſurd opi- 
nions, ſaid, Sirs; Why do ye theſe things? 
* We alſo are men of like pamons with you. 
* and preach unto you, that ye ſhould tum 
from theſe vanities unto the living God 
* hich made heaven and earth. and the feay; 

and all things that ate therein; wWwho in 

times paſt ſuffered all nations 70 nin 
« their own ways; nevertheleſs, 
* himſelf without vie in hardedid good, ant 

„ eue #s. rain from beaven, umd fru f- 
* ſons, filling our hearts ith ford and gladneſs+.”* 
And while he uſes this argument againſt their 
intended ſacrifices, wwe are mortal men like your- 
ſelves, he yet ſays not one word conberning 
thoſe religious honours which were paid to 
gods 1 to have enen as 
their worſhippers. 2 

So far then are the acred writers * the 
New Teſtament from repreſenting all the 
Pagan deities as nothing but dead men, that 
they do not take any notice of the worſhip of 
deceaſed perſons, even when reaſoning with 
idolaters, where dead men were known to be 
worſhipped no, not even "We themſelves 
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were miſtaken or gods in the likeneſs of men. 
Ins the e the epiſtle to the Romans, 
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then ſuperſtition 
be without excuſe, he yet confineth himſelf 


ideas, which equally. include the 
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| | Pagan worſhip, faith, 6 They changed. the 


image made like to corruptible man, and 
« * co birds, and four-footed beaſts, and creep- 
© ing things. Wherefore God alſo gave them 


8. to diſhonour their own. 
ö eee : who changed 
« he. nah of God into a lie, an worſhip- 
= « ped and ſerved, * bee eee. than 
1 | ” ee the Creator, Who is biene 
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where the apoſtle enters directly upon the Hea- 
and ſhews all idolaters to 


of the uncorruptible God into an 


through the luſts of 


for evermote. 
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$ . HE 1 of 8 acts 
generally miſunderſtood, have been 

of late ſo much connected with the language of 
the apoſtles concerning Dæmoniacs, that we 
cannot well avoid, at leaſt, a brief mt 
into the Grecian doctrine of Dæmons: nor yet 
can we enter upon it with propriety till we 
have firſt conſidered ſome hiſtorical facts, 
which are urged againſt the very being of 
what we ſuppoſe to have been the common 
opinion. of the Greeks with reſpe& to this 
ſubject. Mr. Farmer ſays, and lays great 
- ſtreſs upon it too, that Euhemerus in his 
mM e hiſtory, beſides recording the pedi- 
ree and actions of the Heathen gods, 
pointed out the very places where they were 

* buried *,” Now, what doth this amount 


to? Was Euhemerus credited? Did the | 


Heathens receive his doctrine? If not, what 
have we to do in this cafe with the ground- | 
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leſs ſuppoſitions of an individual ? Our 5 355 : 


quiry reſpects the general opinion of the Pagan 
world. Mr. Farmer, indred, feeling the 
vweakneſs of this teſtimony, is deſirous of ſup- 
porting it by every means in his power,” and 
iccordingly writes a long note for the purpe 
which begins thus: It has been ſaid by 
learned men, upon the authority of A paſ- 
" \, Jage io Cicero, (de Nat. Deor. 1 EE cy 42.) 
<"rhac the opinion of Euhemerys was gene 
* rally regarded by che Heathens as Atheiſm, 
or at leaſt a8 great impiety. Were this 
1 true, the mot that it would prove, is, that 
* the Heathen gods were not regarded as 
a dead men by their worſhippers, though 
they were really ſuch “ This, he will de 
pleaſed to obſerve, i is enough for our DER 
We. care not what the, Heathen gods 
were, fince our. preſent buſineſs is only wich 
what they. were thought to be by. their wors. 
ſhippers for, this is the fule according to 
which we muſt underſtand the, ancient Greek; 
writers concerning their deities: although we 
do affirm, by; the way, that the Heathens, 
would never allow thoſe gods to have been 
men which Euhemerus was pleaſed to repre- | 
ſent as fuch, and, that the truth of this cir- 
cumſtance doth by no means reſt upon the | 
fole authority of a paſſage i in Cicero. Our 
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author, Ker eon that: ” tarch alſo, in 
his Jfs and Ofris, ,cenfures' the doctrine of . | 
Euhemerus as productive of Atheiſm, adds. —- 
the following remark : *'Nevertheleſs, from = 
this treatiſe it appeato that the” Egyptian z >. 
“ prieſts' acknowledged that ' Ofiris and be 
* other gods of Egypt had been men . It 
appears ſomewhat aſtoniſhing; that a perſon o 
learning could make ſuch an aſſertibn as this. 
Plutarch was very careful never to attribute 
this opinion to the Egyptian prleſts wid were 
well known to difivow all religious honsçurs 
to deceaſed heros. But theſe _— are not 1 '3 
worthy" of further notice. Our author 8 xz 
ceeds in his text to obſerve concerning | 
Euhemerus, that thoſe” who cenſured were 
not able to confute the ſubſtance of hie 
* ſyſtem .* We cannot tell whar is meant by 
the ſubſtance of his em. It is vety evident from | 
facts, that his repreſentation of the gods was 
| riot the belief of the Heathen world. **-Euhe. 
* merus of Meſſina,” ſaith Plutarch, ne 
* trived out of his own brain an imaginarx 
and incredible © mythology, by which he 
as filled the john with peas eme of Artieiſts 


' 
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* tals; fea caprains, ne kings. He makes 
13 them indeed to Rye Hyed in times very 


a on Nr. p. 195. de 0 


1 3 J. 
* remote; and. 3 Wet yepreſents their 
© ations as recorded i in golden characters, in 
* certain country called Panchoa; er 
vet no one, either Barbarian or Greek, 
«ever. ſaw, Euhemerus excepted: he in- 
6 deed failed to the land of the Panchoas and 
6 Tryphilians, who. neither hare, nor ever 
had any exiſtence. 
Hlere then we ice. . the ſubſtance 5 as 


ſyſtem. had. nothing for its ſupport, but ſuch 


things as were never heard of hefore, nor ever 
known to exiſt, either at the time in which he 
wrote, or. ſince. But ſays our author in the 
note. 51 admit, however, that the doctrine 
3 Eubemerus might even 
6 of the vulgar, Heathens, be very liable to 
the cenſure of impiety; and certainly was 
66 liable to this cenſure, if he maintained 
6 © (as poſſibly, he did, or might be thought to 
Z aintain) that the Heathen gods were mere 
©*, men, not advanced to a. deified ſtate; or 
« that the Heathens had no other gods but 
* theſe... In, this view he might well paſs for 
an Atheiſt *,” This is a curious circum- 


15 our author alledges the authority of 
Euhemerus in ſupport of his argument, and 


aſſu ures us, that thoſe who cenſured were not 


able to confute the ſubſtance of his ſyſtem; 
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yet he gives: us 10 underfitnd, that himſelf 
inly tell what the ſyſtem of 


could not certain 
Euhemerus was, and that it is very probable 
his doctrine was conſidered as impious even 
by the vulgär. Can there then be à more 
deciſive evidence than this is, that even the 
vulgar among the Heathens did not look 23 
their L as tepreſented by Euhemerus? I 
cannot but extol the wiſdom of the Bar- 
Git birians,” ſays a learned hiſtorian; **' fince 
none of them ever fell i into a Contempt of 
2 gods. No one, neither Indian, nor 
Celt, nor Egyptian, ever thought of ſuch 
an opinion as was entertained by Euhe- 
merus of Meſſina, Dionyſius the Fhrygian, 
5 or Hippos ot Diagoras, Soſias, or Epi- 
„ cupus. But all theſe Barbarians whom I 
have now mentioned, aſſert that there are 
*, "gods | who attend to the welfare of man- 
4 kind This teſtimony of lian is re- 
mark able and deciſive; It would be abſurd, 
therefore, to look upon the ſucred writers as 
. Lahe rd demon in "refeterite ' to! che 


acheiſtical Greeks;' (rites Than nc to 
the common and received e of almoſt 
the whole world. 


6 " lan. Jars Hid. Lib: IL; cap. xxxi. 
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Hay 2. The judgment and authority of tho 
\divinaWippocrates, is he lis called, are very 
WV; alledgod as of. great weight- againſt the 
'* ____, _ common notion of: dæmons and poſſaſſion. 
\ | We are indeed,” | fays: Mr. Farmer, en- b 
, preſsly informed by Elippocrates, that the 
905 Greeks wa ne AIR their gods, 
2 Porticulariy the mathen of the gode Nep- 
. “tune, Mars, Ae le ene and the 
4 + Herogy,; who were all human ſpirits ?.“ In 
anſwer to chis and ſome other paſſages, here. 
in the name of Hippoprates is urged, we thall 3 
briefly, ſtate his opinion ſegpeerhing this mat. 
4874/1 That diſcsſa (ſays. he vin the begin- 
ning of his/treatiſe,on- the. E ) yhich : 


| | e ſacred or 1 8 chan other ” 

| | f , Adee, for they-alliſeem to arife from = 

ne common ſource. Men indeed, through 5 

— admiration, have aligned Fa 
| to this camplaint a divine cauſe, ſince it | 

Wh. no teſemblancg to other diſorders: 

© thy 8 cannot» und | 


8 c and 9 A a eule by 
** xpiations. and cherms. But if chis diſeaſe 


v6 


ve * ſhould be con nſidered as. divi ney! becauſe 
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1 „ J ; 
* there. in in it ſomething worthy of admira- 


5 5/0 for the ſame reaſon alſo, there will be 
e ſacred. diſeaſes in themſelves not leſs 
© wonderful, which yet no one has hitherto 

4 bs as divine. *Thoſe men, days 

be, ©, who pretend to cure this diſorder, tall 

be © wach er the Deity and the Divinity; but 


their diſcourſe kath. in it the appearance of 
z jimpiety, as if the gods did: not really exiſt. 
or 28 if the power of the Divinity could 
Yi be overcome and reduced into-ſulyeftion 
„by human counſel (. Then follows an 

account of the ſeyeral deities to which each 
diſtinct appearance of che epilepſy was attri- 


ee But Hippocrates doth not once inti- 
of che gods; Neptune, 


N and, Hecate, were human; ſpi- 


rich 4 on 1 the contrary, he diſtinguiheth all 
rheſe from Heroes; and fo far is che father af 


medicine from denying the power of the god 
here mentioned, over the human body, that 

to their influence. he aſeribeth thoſe dreams 
| from, ihe he drew certain indications af 
health or approaching ſickneſs ;- and, at the 


cloſe of each preſcription he recommends 
prayer to the gods, the ſun, celeſtial Jove, 


the Crehian Jove, the Ctefab Minerva, and 
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pollo, for ſuch bleſlings 


| the Averrunoian Gods, to the Birch, and Mer- 
' eury, and to the Heroes, forthe averting of ſuch 


evils as might be feared :. In another little 
ne faith, © It is my opinion that what 
ve call Heat is immortal, and underſtandeth 
my all things, ſeeth, besreth, and perceiveth 
all things, whether preſent or future. 


There is nothing in Hippocrates that contra- 


dicts the received opinion of the Greeks, 
reſpe& to the nature of their gods. He | 


is indeed, concerning many things, of 4 dif. 


ferent mind from the inſpired 1 00 but this 
W tae vo Sheds, 1 infra 1 oh 
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33. Me. Farmer, after 5 hotry charges 


| of ignorance and prejudice” againſt" the advo- 


[cates of real poſſeſſions, introduceth the fol- 
lowing paſſage: On the other hand, thoſe 
perſons whoſe minds were not diſturbed by 
<7 ſuperſtitious "terrors, and who gained an 
inſight into nature, pronounced what eom- 
* monly paſſed for demoniacal poſſeſſions,” to 
pe mere natural diſorders.” This was the 
. caſe, not only with the Sadducees and Epi- 
* d eureans, but alſo” with the eripatetes 


4 
2 . TE 7 {1 #1 L148! 5 415 ? 22 45 ö ' "F349 Gs 


$I SE 


„ © De Infomn. 


Fs 


* Ariſtotle, . 


* Ariſtotle,” who. wis the founder of che 


. ſet, and who is juſtly ſtyled the prince of 
< the philoſophers, denied the exiſtence of 


2 1 and maintained, that what is 
called poſſeſſion is the effect of melancho- 
e iducees and Epi- 
1 cureans,” but !—doubtleſs they were very 


moody of the foul, the exiſtence of ſpirits, « 


and a future ſtate; eee their opinion 
as to dæmoniacal poſſeſſions can be of n 


veight with thoſe who believe the exiſtence of 


angels both good and evil. The creed of this 
_ Jewiſh ſect is deſcribed: with ws ant earne 
and brevity by a ſacred penman '+ 
The Epicureans, together with peat 
tious terrors, ſhook off religion of every kind, 


and wholly excluded the divine nature from 


the government of the world; for which rea- 
evidence in this matter, becauſe it takes ever 
ming for granted which is at- preſent-in-dif. 
pute: Neither can it be allowed, that they 
were ever remarkable for gaining an inſight 
into nature; by no means; for in this . 
they were not to be compared with obe advo« 
Seen RE and — Iris 
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| frequently uſes the word Theos and Daimontion 
for 4 god, as well as for the ſupreme deity, 


4 


K 


ad injury co the character of the 161625 
of philoſaphers to be found numbered 


it zock men. Bur Ariſtorle, it ſeems, de- 


nied the »xift de of dæmons, and we” are 
aſſured that all the | Heathen + were 


Amon ; it muſt therefore follow.” if all 


account be true, that Ariftotle was an Atheiſt”; 


which. circumſtance would naturally overthroy 


the Validity af his evidence alſo in the pre- 
ſent caſe; If it be ſaid, that ſuch an info- 
rence was not intended, we ſhall be forced to 
vonclude, that the dæmons, whoſe exiſtence 
Ariſtotle, denied, were not the common ob- 
jects of worſnip throughout Greece, an 
therefore nat coſe al. meer to whe 


cha Ariſtotle! did not Pe A PE 


zods which ure generally received in 
that age but thus much is certain, that he 


 acknowledged/an highs: ble wht __ 


fidered 400 intelligent /natures which” were 
thought to rule in the heavenly bodies 5 ane 


So that neither his application of this diſputed 


derm, nor his — ** concerning i invi- 
5 1 ſible 


3 90 F 

able ent! with afford: any * advantage to 
that cauſe; for the ſake of which his autho- | 
rity has been introduced. en. e if 
Ariſtotle: denied that there | 
muſt of - conſequence. either deny the ni 
ence. of human ſouls after death, or ele he 
muſt conſider the ꝓhraſe dæmons in this caſe 
28 applied to an order of heings different from 
men; but if he never mn the exiſtence 
of deenons:is! a full proof; that they were con- 
fidered/by others as: a different kind of be- 
ings from departed human ſpirits. The teſti- 
map of Ariſtotle therefore is clearly in fa- 
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W « I, thall ay" 0 our author, 
75 9008 thoſe! reaſons which induce! me to 
„think that by demons we are to under: 
"4 ſtand; beings of an earthly origin, or ſuch 
60 departed human ſouls as were believed to 
* become demons?” And then he Proceeds 
to give his firſt and chief reaſon in the fol. 
lowing: manner: Hefiod; and many other 
poets ho have recorded the ancient hiſ-— 
of n or nen 5 woe the ne Faith 
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and worſhip were found 
Fer eve Ben e foppoli 
| . mankind.“ 


the golden age, and the men of that age 
Whither the poet conſidered himſelf as deſcrib- 


| *t 92 3 
- aſſert-that the 


to be very good, became demons after 
death, and diſpenſers of good things to 
It might have been worth his 


to have enquired, what Heſiod meant by 


ing creatures of our own kind, from whom the 


Greeks and other nations deſcended, or a race 
of beings who never had any poſterity? How- 
ever, he thus goes on: This account of 
| "7 "lemons is fully - confirmed: by the other 


"i writings: of the ancient Heathens. Many 
paſſages have been produced by ſeveral 
« learned moderns,” in which demons muſt 


« have the ſame meaning as in Heſiod.” 


The firſt ancient writer mentioned in ſup- 


| work of this opinion is Celſus, who wrote 
above an hundred and twenty years after the 
birth of Chriſt. The modern authors here 


alluded to are Joſeph Mede and Dr. Sykes; 


authority are ſo often alledged on this ſubject, 
we ſhall ſelect the en remark: ** But 


2 r theologilts tang in ee kind 
* of dæmons, more high and ſublime, which 
been ee men, nor ever were 

linked 


L l 


4 linked to a mortal body, but were l 
“beginning, or without beginning, always 
the ſame: This ſort of demons doth fitly. 
« anſwer, and parallel that kind of ſpiritual 
powers which we call angels, as the for- 
e mer of ſoul· demons doth thoſe which ** 
1 * are 4 ſaints 1 8 / a ww 


8 5. The. ancient ct, writers make the f 
creation of dæmons a part of their coſmo- 
gonies, or deſcriptions of the origin of the 
world. Thus Plato in his Timæus: When 
© therefore all the gods who viſibly move 
round, and thoſe. who appear as often as 
they pleaſe, were created, he that produced 


* the whole ſpake to them after this manner: 
* Ye gods of gods, whoſe maker and father 
I am, no attend to what I enjoin: Three 
different orders of creatures are yet to be 
« made, without which the heavens would 
pe imperfe&t.” He then appoints their ſhare 
in this buſineſs, but reſerves for himſelf the 
communication of what is immortal and divine; 
the conſequence of which work was, the exiſt- 
ence of ſeveral minds equal in number. to 
the ſtars, a mind for every ſtar. After this, 
be committeth to thoſe nerd gods the for- 
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_ quotation he ſpeales of 'their origin as 
Event to that of the gods; who v/fbly move 


# 


ark on that ar Pr ef ths Ti. ; 
mus: 4 Whether Plato drew his doctrine 


concerning theſe" inferior gods,” eee 


im- 


"animating the ſun, moon, and planets 


* mediately from Chaldea Two chey ad 


” * ranged into 
ns, Dominion, Pd, Virtue Pers, 


e 


* accent FR 4 828 but 


nations of the fupreme being) or whether it 


* was traced” back from the firſt ideas of his 
* nutional religion to their eaſtern” ſouree, is 
r preſent of little importance 
Plato afterw-ards call thoſe beings which ap- 
pear and diſappear as often as they pleaſe, 
junior gods,” whole office it was to preſide 
over” human things, and to govern” the mor- 


hot animal,” man, in ſuch a manner as was 


moſt equitable and juſt; and in the above 


and r even to the creation of 
thoſe minds which were thought 'to animate 
oper But that paſſage of Timæus 0 


VTV 


1 1 


ment of dæmons, vindicti ve and terveſttin 


6 | oo; ſupreme: ruler, comminted the 1 
ment of the world, which is made up of 


7 gods * _ _ "Gs etea- 
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21 6. 4 any is nothing in defied chawonns 


tradicta the above. account of Fimæus 2 


Plato, as will appear evident on 
gods, the inhabitants of the celeſtial 

** manſions, made at firſt a golden (that is 
* an excellent) kind of men. | Theſe were under 

2 * Sarurnwhen he reigned in heaven; they lived: 
as gods, free from care, from labour, and 
5 did they feel the effects ot 


* age ; always the ſame, they enjoyed s hap- 


. py life without any evil: their death was) 
7 earth they became benevolent demons, 
* guardians of mortal men: and thus 


« * girt, in robes of air, and. moving; e 


* the. world, hey merk our good and eib 
„ actions, and. diſtribute wealth; for they 
* haye; obtained ſuch royal dignity *.” This 


. JkcvE beings 580; Ris eva 


, Oper. * is 1 8 N 
NY 


_ 


<4 abs "vichcaine- vehicles is! 
the reign of Saturn, that is, during the pe- 
riod of creation, before the different parts of 
the univerſe, according to Heſiod's own ac- 
count.of the matter, were completely framed 
and adjuſted. For his firſt age, as deſcribed +. 
in bis Forks and Days, is comprehended in 
his Theogony, or generation of the gods, and 
was finiſhed before the more ſettled ſtate of 
the world under Jove,. and of conſequence 
before the creation; of ont own kinds _ 


| eee, adde e in his Theagony. 
According to the ancient theology of * 
Greeks, the different parts of nature, during 
the-riſe of the world, were perpetually chang- 
ing, and every alteration in the ſtate of bo. 
3 a change alſo. in the condition 
of ſuch intelligences as were thought to be 
connected with them; for in their ſyſtem al · 
moſt every thing was indued with life, per⸗ 
ception, and reaſoning, - This golden kind of 
men therefore is repreſented as not continuing 
long in their original ſtate, but as/quickly 
pafling from thoſe heavier bodies with which 
they were at firſt united into airy . vehicles. 
15 They are not conſidered hy the poets as Jorn, 
nor is any offspring ever aſcribed to them: 
and are always JO as. ** an earlier 
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ours, ab. ack is more valuable than iron. In 
this ſenſe Heſiod was underſtoo b ln 
Greeks, as is obvious from that remark of 
u en which he gives as the received 
opinion : * Heliod,” ſays the, * was the firſt 

ho did proper properly and diſtinctly lay down 
9 — natures (that is created na- 
tures) the gods, the dæmons, many in 
number, and good in their kind, the demi - 
« gods, and men; for heroes are reckoned 
* among the demi-gods. *” And this author 
obſerves, in another place of the ſame- treatiſe, 
that the moſt ancient writers diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the nature of dæmons and that of he- 
roes. Neither Timæus nor Plato advanced 
any thing different from the poet; their re- 
preſentations agree in every capital circum- 
ſtance. The philoſophers teach us, that be- 
fore the creation of our own kind, there 

8 were gods derived from gods, ſtyled junior 

and demons, to whom the ſupreme Ruler com 
mitted the management of the world, and 
ernment of mortal men · The poet ſays, 


* 4 while Saturn reigned in heaven, the 
* 9 made a golden kind of beings, which 
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„ and © a royal dig - 

| « eg 6e the guardians of men and the diſtri · 
„ butors of wealth: and Plato calls them, 
rep thi 1 Yap; arr Ae e eg 

. * CET Ala further exp f this of Ahn ek | 

been advanced, we ſhall add; 4 few remarks 

upon an obſer vation of Socrates; taken from 

his defence as given by Plato. Sho epreſents 

the general and avowed opinion concerning 
demons at that time, under two different no- 

tions, according to either of which he 'vin- 

dicates himſelf. Is it poſſible, ſays he, 

for any one to that there are dæmo · 

<< niacal works but no dæmons? \dorwe 


not ſuppoſe," that theſe demons are 
ö * gods,” or ſons of gods fron . 
others *?” Now, the 

0 the coſmogony or © 

and their original wa 
beginning of fountains and riy 

* 19925 were ſaid to be © ſons of gods from the 
* nymphs,“ becauſe thoſe who aſſigned then 

his” ſuppoſed their thin airy bodies to b 

2 the contrivance and work of the primary gods 
teſiding in the elements. And that this was their 

real meaning when rh 8 called them Jo ſonz 
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t of gods, ben evident fr 
8 upon, this very paſſage, which he con⸗ 
ſiders as a deciſive argument againſt. the op- 
ponents of Socrates, drawn from their own 
definition of his crime: As for inſtance, 
ſays he, oh a. dem n is either A god, or the 
work Fas god now he who ſuppoſeth that 
* there is the work of a god, muſt alſo ſup- 

ö « poſe that there are. gods * Fo be the 055. 
if © ſprings of agod,” and the work of a god,” 
were, it ſeems, with the ancient Greeks, very, 
often terms of the ſame ünpont, 4 hen >. 


lik to ny 
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4 8. F e r a . believe ed, 
there. were two kinds of dæmons; the ene 
holy and beneficent, the other impure and 

injurious. Hence they aſcribed. to the in- 
fluence of * dæmons ſuch circumſtances 
hey thought inconſiſtent with 
the — — agency of good and friendly 
ſpiritsz while at the ſame. time they « conſidered , 
theſe alſo. as ſuperior to the : nature, of. man. 
1 is opinion Plutarch calls, © A dodtrine « or tra- 
dition from very ancient men oy "Thoſe 


things, which, are related of Typhon, This, 
he by great numbers, 
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of men, but of ſome great demons whom 
Plato, Pythagoras, Xenocfates, and Chryſippus, 
following the moſt ancient theologiſts, afirm 


8 


to. be of Reet enter ae than men, and 


«very much to furpaſs our nature in power c 
Xenocrates was alſo of opinion, that there 
| "Were in the air which furrounds us, certain 


or rent and powerful rabures, ſurly and malig- 


nant, who rejoice in ſuch things as the obſer- 
4 vance of unlucky days, ſcourgings, faſtings, 


moroſe language, and * — 


rener ale eit "VOY 


Such were the infernal 
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who, as. Plutarch well 5 indifferen ly 
uſeth. theſe. two words, ſometimes chung the 
gods dæmons, and the demons g ods „ and 
indeed he applies both terms, in the ſame 
ſentence, to. one deity , But the moſt cot 
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it may be gathered from the foregoing re 
Plutarch. Shak * That the heroes are reckoned 
not among the demons, but. am eng "te 
ny demi-gods.”. i, This term was uſed in a ver 
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«ule Wh? It is alſo frequently applied to any 


particular event of Providence, as including 


the idea of ſome inviſible power, through 
which ſuch things are brought to paſs. As for 

ample, There are many who purſue very 
and unpromiſing meaſures, but by a 


* good demon, what appeareth to be dangerous” 


4 in itſelf, terminates well: there are others, 
1 ho act according to the beſt advice, and 


. pet aitough an adverſe demon, the end by, 


Wr agrees n what had been ex- 
4+ pechecht “ e „ t e e Me ot 7 
„Thann very ofeen put: Foe: chat Aer 


Prouidence by which all things in the world 
ae regulated, and comprehends the ined 


influence both of gods and demons,” to whom 
the government of the univerſe, according is | 
the Grecian ſyſtem,” was: originally committed. 


This will appear by comparing the followiog 


e ; the two firſt from the ſame author. 
Providence (demon). gives riches to the 
„ vorſt of men. Neither wore nor evil hap- 
„ Perah unto men without the gods. No 
one is either rich or poor, ere or evil, 

* without Providence (demon) © e 

* Aur. Car. | 

» Theogn. 4 ones Alſo Va un. vor 165. 

6 1 Gn. ver. 150. 17%; 16666. 
H4 ; 3 to; - 


EKOV amy nvotare on 
pier ihe e —— 
*:xhrow Ar as, ee 25 Jaco 7% Lech mo 
G64, by all: kiteds of ibis roman? 
XX. de 3 . de eee it 
late all eli.” both at hand ulated 
<1 beateſt "diſtance, inthe ſame moment, and 
with the utmoſt care; and who ſhews\ hams. 
© ſelf to be vnwearied. perfect. inrorrupti- 
ble adminiſtring quicker than thought, 
and without error?“ Whether this be 4 
proof, that the ſupreme deity of the Pagans! 
© Had oniec been a mortal man, ye leave our 
\de to judge. %%% eroierour 
No., fitice the ancient Greeks tov applied 
the wort demon“ to all ranks 'of — 0p 
ant invite? Gifs,” both good and evil; i 


1 42 
os. 


2 
5 
> 
2 
4 
3 
IT 
35 
28 
2 
1 Þ 
* 


"4 Abet 11. * cap. x2iv..- Cee 2 pe 
De bel. Gal. lib. i. "See/alfo Elan, Hin. Var. 
n ; oa 2 5 A 
em lib. l. kph deln tm caps li. ny 8 45 A 
F Farm. on Mir. . 176. 091 ee e ngoodT 2 

415 11 > H muſt 


. 


— — ä — ———— ——̃ ̃ '42 


| — — — . 1194 
term, that the apoſtles might, on the ſubject 
of poſſeſſions, apply it to wiched and malig- 
_ wa Mo 1 Wee ntn cet 


e defined — rome to "iS 
eiae e ing toit eicher of theſt 
is 'Thei > meanings We might en 
iy | cheeſes al n n er e ablualt 
ntare:ti ame ching, ibetanſe;chey 
n art (hog a ee 45 . 
125 begged Acting ect u: . dect 
40, bee t gf natute, — . 
mer,, 4; difpayersn07 e of allen 
te. much Jeſs, doth; 1 105 Furniſh, certain 


© evidence, of aun en to, ras 
19k; 18 n 


** 2 


heaven 22. -the offended rr 1 11 the” 
ue ar whom" Ethpedoels = 
| | ; $1 490 ON 
4 | p . S - | 
1525 is 7e 6 | 


cauſe; of n 
1e bv. 
thus 


ee en — = Ne 
_ be) t undergo fer: their evil — 
Pherreydes, a writer of Kill 9 


« diſpoſed from the beginning, bound it N 
1 | DF Fa Kh ere it; 


8 our own Kind be — 
1 and falleth from his happy 
Emped docles, the Py 


4 an dag 4 age fo e 


19 100 ern 90 N 20 55 
% lets Mundt Brest, Alf de l. 
_ {+4 Origen. contr, Celſ., libs vi. tee als gr. 
Ant, in lib: vi. The fame fable jo in Homs Iliad, xr. 
yer. * ann. N note. Pe 


COPE, x”? 


* 


c q ccc Ne ran aan oY EY 


210 fi 1 


4 
+. 
7 
* 
1 
o 4 
* 
4 
5 Ly . 2 o _ 1 * 
* 72 4 2 r F 
ISAT IIS 
. © TAY. 


ey! A 
7 >> ö 
2 9 1 Le) W's 
_ 2 n 
a e 
T2 | | "FF = 
I 1 0 12 
n FLY * AO Sd; l 
» o* ms, = =_— i! 1 4 * W = _ 
F F OTE ESTES LES —— OA 
*- * e N - 
mom. LCs TN 7 - y "PLL ALT * 
A * * 
. SP. A+ , o 8 U 


Theſe opinibui-Were delivered. e nar 
forms; among the ancient Greeks. Na 
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muſt hav | r 
and:conveyed to the Heathens by: means of : 
ancient traditions, handed down through. the | 
| "pc of Noah, and preſerved more on lefs 
alle nations; agreeably with Which, 
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| 5 God employs them for reaſons into which 
Wr can never penetrate, and which 
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* It. T5 e lch a th 5 
| - informed, ** were not unacquaintec 
*-with the Greek learning. They | could 
not rHerefore” be ignorant, that the Hea- 
* thens did not acknowledge any ereafed' ſpi- 
fits; or atleaſt, that according to their eſta- 
* * bliſhed ſyſtem” of theology, the world and 
„ Eveiy 7 in it was either eternal or be- 
reated . What our authot's 


% fue: no 


* goten, no 


we colyefture. "Moſes himſelf, when he de- 
ſcribes the beginning of the world, uſes the 
proper term for parturition, or the bringing 
forth of young, and ſays, theſe are the 
9 „ generations or Biribs of the heavens and the 
earth“. ” This was ſpoken in reference tothe 
ation of the holy ſpirit upon the ſurface 

of the waters, from whom was communicated 
a” "quickening and e virtue, b 
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real deſign wh in giving ſuch a turn to a me- 
taphorical expreſſion, we cannot tell, nor ſhall 


„ 


L 119 1 


the ſeeds of life trough the whol 
means the waters and the earth brought . 
ereatures of every kind in e * the 
command of God. And, on the formation of 
man, 6 God breathed into his noſtrils the breathe 
pf life, and man became aliving ſoul®.” Moſes | 
in, another place adoprs the ſame kind of lan- 
guage, and ſays, Before the mountains were 
brought forth, or born :. more inſtances 
mig be given were it needful. Now, W re 
it not be ridiculous to affirm, that Moſes doth 
not acknowledge created heavens, and 
and mountains, but that, according to his ſpitetrr 
of theology, © the world, and every thing in it; 
© was either eternal or begotten, not created,” 
fince he even ſpeaks of every kind of pe 
a brought forth or produced 
” But, this writer proceeds — og 4 Dia 
not the authors of the Septuagint verſion 
« know (what all the world knew) that the 
Heathen gods had once been men?“ To 
which we anſwer, that the authors of the Sep- 
tuagint verſion could not but know what. alt 
_ the world knew,, that the Heathen gods had 
Sever been men. But, he goes on, 15 Shall it 
be taken for granted, that in open contra - 
« diction to the inſpired” writers, and in de- 
* fiance of their own inward, , cohvietions, 
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1 they were capable. of affirming * all. the 
Heathen gods were of a; different origin 
* from mankind ? Such a degree of extraya- 

« gance and vickedneſs ought not to be 


5 5 charged upon any writers without.theſtrong- 


< eſt proofs. This writer is ſo full of 2 zeal 
for the, holy ſcriptu res, that he ſeems to have 
forgotten the queſtion in diſpute, which is not 
whether thoſe tranſlators conſidered all the 
Heathen gods as of a different origin from man · 
kind, but whether they believed all the Hea- 
then gods. to, have once been men? This i is 
the point to be proyed, which, is not even at- 
tempted; and yet, from this very paſſage, he i in- | 
fers their application of. the word demons, to 
deceaſed perſons, with as much confidence as 
if he had demonſtrated, that they never be- 
lieyed theHeathens i to have any other gods than 
men. For theſe reaſons,” ſays he, * ; it ap- 
* pears to me. moſt probable, that they. uſed 
© the word to expreſs ſuch human ſpirits as 
FL became dæmons. And I am confirmed i in 
7 this opinion, by attending to the particular 
* occaſions on which they uſe it,” What is ic 
chat may not be proved. with ſuch kind 'of 
reaſoning? That they never affirmed all the 
Heathen gods to have been of a different origin 
from mankind, is ſurely no ſolid evidence that 
they all had once been men. The inſinuation 
— „ therefore, 
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moniacs,“ is as follow-s: By 
«demons, whenever the word occurs in re- 
© ference” to poſſeſſions, either in the ferip- 


9 tures, or other ancient writings, we are to un- 
derſtand, not fallen angels, but the Pagan 


i. deities, fuch of them as had once been 


% men.“ We looked upon this language as 
fofficiently expreſſive of our author's inten- 
tion, and conſidered · the reaſoning which is 


ſubjoined, as an 2 to ſupport 1 
no other propoſition; for it is there affirmed, 


that the e referred poſſeions to their 


gods; but in his letters to Dr. Worthington, 
he changes his terms, and ſtates the matter 
In en ** er Eee 0 
2 815605 me 1 * , 


author 


ö 


ö 
72 8 


5 ITY So, % | u 
DS = g 
5 1 : 1 = {1 A 
3 N 1 1 
5 Ms A 2 1 5 
gs = * : l j 2 = | k 
1 3 Dy”, 1 2 e n —— = ET: DER: * 5 
, N * i 2 * 4 * 8 N - 4 N ö CAS? 4 m4 1 \ _ f 
? YU "md; * 2 bi 85 — 2 & D 
9 . oo . 
— * = 7 
2 1 
/ | 
3 20 4 : ; 
— e n . 
4 
: 4 
— 


7 — 
** ſuppoſedo he — 


6. — 
gument of tht — aer bn petit, 
turns upon the in 
ebe ther gon ri, 
it out as 2 — 5 aui bind wobek 
that: ** the author of the Eſſay undertook. to 
bk Ne 
or ſuch: zumam . ſpi- 
4 as after chk were thought 45 le con- 
here turns chiefly; upon this ſuppb- 
——— opinion of ancient philoſo- 
phers, the ſouls of good men became goocb da- 
daes thoſe of wicked men became wicked 
t@mons: A An Fr DPI if 41115 i 1 
Leviag our zeaders te make what coals 
they ' pleaſe on the fact now - before them, 


£ 
3 


5 g 4 72 8 
» P. 24. bid, p. 31. | 
4 : ; e RT. 
a; £3 4s STE . ; 
zun Sa. | we 


a . 


» 
7 
4 
* 
\ 
ET 2 : ; : 
* 4. 1 N go - I l ' * ” | 2 
5 £ _ - by 1 eee 4 
1 Ts | — 3 2 bo E ay wy 2 
* 8 ro 2 8 7 7 
CL. ITE 2 BE bo 8 pas 
PLP 2 <4 . 8 > l 
* owl ] = KL - f Y 
217 3 I 5 
5 r 
n 


* — 


| 
| 
4 


—— —— ———ů 


— ftv or at ograibittepndns 


and which are uſed as a cover for many things 


ver ſaid this of any but poſſeſing de 


the gods of ae een ee 4s mon 3" 
you repeat the aſſertion, two pages 
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we paſs on to ſome diſtinctions which naturally f 
ariſe out of this new" ſtate of the queſtion, 


in the Eſſay. Our author thus expreſſeth 
himfelf to Dr. Worthington, In another 
place you ſtill more groſsly miſrepreſent 
me, as maintaining that demons were a/- 
K ways taken to ſignify departed ſouls, I ne- 
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No? Never of am but poſſeſſing demons?” 


Lou tell us tepeatedly, that, when the auth 


of the Septuagint verſion ſay all the Heathen 
gods are demons, they mean by the word dead = 
men. You aſſert again and again, that, al 

nay, 


the application of the term demon to the 
ſupreme god of the Pagans is, perhaps, one 
proof, among others, that he had been a mor- 


ſented as maintaining that demons were always 
never ſaid this of any but poſſeſing demons,” 
Be it ſo; you have told us, that, all the gods of 
.the Heathens were ſuch demons as had been. 
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men; you muſt therefore be u 


ſtand, according to his Eſſay, the PAGAN 


© DEITIES, ſuch of them as had once been 
© men,” or according to his Letters, ſuchbuman 
l 555 as were converted into dæmons after 
* death.” If he means to confine his readers to 
the latter ideas, then we alſo ' aſk, What have 


the Heathen gods to do with the ſubject; and 


what are his proofs that ſuch was the intention 
of the apoſtles? For, all the arguments which 
he hath yet offered, to ſhew, that poſſeſſing dæ- 
mons e een men reſt upon the ſuppoſed 
nature and character of the Heathen deities. 
But, if this. new fate. of the queſtion be de- 
ſigned to ſhew, that, poſſeſſing dæmons were 
partly Heathen: deities, and partly. ſuch hu- 
man ſpirits as were converted into dzmons 


peut death, then let it be ſbewn, where. we 
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affirming, that, all. the gods of the Heat jens, 
together with their ſupreme Numen, were poſa 
Meg damons. 1 We therefore aſlæ, what were 
thoſe dæmons which the Pagans thought to 
be neither gods nor deceaſed men; and he- 
ther they were of a nature ſuperior to a 
their gods, even their ſupreme deity, or of a 
rank inferior even to the human kind? This 
gentleman ſhould have been explicit, and 
have honeſtly ſaid, without equivocation, he- 
ther, by poſſeſſing dæmons, we are to under- 
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To this Mr. Farmer anſwers: © Tour argu- 


* ment proceeds on two ſuppoſitidns,. highly. 
extravagant. It ſuppoſes, that, becauſe poſ. 


e feſſing demons were conſidered by the Hea · 
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* thietis as deified men, therefore. all-deified 
4 men were poſſeſſing demons: and it further 


e * fuppoſes, tht; ve eb form ourjudgnient 


* of the twelve greater gods, by the ſpecu- 


® fatioris of a philoſopher who rejected the 
4 common opinion concerning thein, mer 


4 geczuſe he deemed it abſurd; rather chi 


. «on the ' whole - current of Heathen anti- 
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others to judge. 
Notwirhltanding * affirmations. * this 
Fins in the palfage before us, himſelf 
well Knows, that, neither the whole: current 
„ Heathen anifiquitys nor ay | declaration 
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informs us, that; *Sanchonia 


Fim 


A ſents the moſt ancient nations, bertel 45 
Phenicians and Egyptians, as acknowledging 
YT only tlie natural gods, the ſun, moon, platiets, 


PX 


| 4 elements ;*n 1 , withontany mark of dis- 
"approbation, himſe alſo quotes the opi inion of 
2 Hire as declaring © "that the firſt” 1 8 5 
keel held '7heſe oply to be god 
« many 6 "of the Barbarians in his 72 7 * Web 
4 55 e mom on, Pr. J jubtes 8 


greater Jags oy the 1 pero of 3 56s 
* er But in Mr. Farmer it was candid't to 

unge the authority 55 Ae on this Point, 

ip. oppolitio to the” opinion, of the vulgar, | 
the poets, and all the philoſophers before 
him, chat were adyocates of theiſm and Teli- 


A gion The he Heathens cry out with one voice, 


that notwithftanding rebgigus honours were 
frequently paid to deceaſed men, among che 
Greeks and Romans, yet their common objects 
of worſhip were gods which, in their Own 
judgment, came into exiſtence along with the 
different parts of nature, before the creation 
of man. But, according to Mr. Farmer, this 
Ly was 1 Ape ; lor, be N 2 their * 
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l in very expreſſive la | 
we are morcover informed by an apoſtle, that 
.- wen they * 
nas God *:” But, Mr. Farmer aſſures us, that, 
1 their ſupreme; deity-rhag eee mortal 
8 "oe wy w_ a father ou "A mother. 


7 1 15 > thoun;” wars all 
the hoſts of heaven, were the objects of reli- 
gious worſhip in the nations round Juden, 

among the idolatrous ip * 


of he Old — though they knew 
that the Pagans believed in —— ele- 
mentary deities, yet they veryl prôperly de- 
ſcribe e 25 as dead perſons 3 us w. at 
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be preſumed or taken for granted, thnt bs 
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| 2 15 Wee that — — —— 
. Chriſt himſelf underſtood the u rd when . 


| nely con- 
| fidbred the word as pu on that occaſion for 
the moſt hateful beit in niverſe. 
i chere any keaſon to ſuppoſ at h 
intended leſs by the term. 
eie in vain't tell us, WY * 
Find of affhity between Beelzebub® and d. 
N e Ader in wund or meaning; and that 
„ be lens | were" 10r ee io ol: the. 
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of all that?» Will, 3 it prove that 
Vis entionec eee e ere, 
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ous juſtly doubrod, whathes! — 


N inch world. be peculiarly: heinous iv ani 
Vuſteuctor of - the” people?” And would-ic 
be ftill more fo at a time when the teacher 
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bts ſubſtituted another-in its room, 
that he might more diſtinctly point out their 
real i and thus anſwer the reaſoning — = =_ - 


of their hearts againſt him? * Shall we then” e 


wa  without-.5 the leaſt, 
jof ? Far," very far be jt f 5 f 
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tgenquire who. the devil 1 is 15 25 


78S IC 8 in this infefence, | for, he him- 5 5 5 
ſelf tells 2 in the beginning of this very ka- 11 1 8 
hey: N the Pate 2 in che 


« de har i uſed Naa ee eee 55 cM 
muſt be allowed by alls. " 5 
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9 with be 1 be there fote be fo · 
* 2 from our preſe ent ſubject to enge, 
. Sho the devil is, which many look upon to 
be che chief of poffefüng ſpirits.” This gen- 
tleman has too much good ſenſe not to fey, 
that, ſuch kind of reaſoning as the above 1s, 
by no means concluſive. He had indeed fon ne 
"cauſe to be afraid, that, an enquiry into What 
is meant by the term devi! would either —— 5 
his whole ſcheme, or elſe force him to a] 
what he no where chooſes to confeſs.” "We : 
Aan to his friends al 92 ogy for- 
ing this moſt difficult and intrieate Part of 
the ſubject; accordingly he proceeds with 
ſome thing like a concefffon, "as" if e meant 
to ſoften the foregoing inference; ” e! 4s ih- 
- © deed commonly apprehended, that © 
4 and their Prince, are th very ſame P 
* the devil and his angels 5.“ "0X; "And, after 


bo rt of this ban nor He e 5 | De. ar 7s ö 
7 * the devil is often called Sat 


to Lane. Fart: the pa 
7 * tion thee Go <0 lever called beet 
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7 « For. the. term, Satan is not appropriste! 
* to one particular perſon or ſpirit, | bur ky 
„nie; an adverſary. or opponent 
bo The Jews called every, demon by this * 
* Wi uſed it in, the plural number. "Sami 
is & led by them. the prince of Salad. Nay, 

4 che very words of our Saviour, Hoto ca 
f 1 caſt out. Satan, if taken! in their ſeri eſt 
wo 1 fen en imply that there were ſeveral 'Satans, 
«4 nd, our Lord might only mean, 7 that it © 
\ wnreaſonable to ſuppoſe that one demon 
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= would caſt out. another. _ O r, i if yo ou, 3 — 


» tand him to the following 1 5 5 we Were 
% Beehrebub, whom you regard as chief of | 
666 Pelelirg. demons, to. expel himſelf, which 


4 would in effect be the caſe were he to eK. 


t pel his agents anc inſtruments, he would 
| recs peat bu * intereſt, and defeat his 
«ces? on ſchemes "IE: will. not follow from 


+1) 


hence, that j 80% was conlidered | as 
| the fame perſon with the devil. Ir doth | "nor. 


1 appear, that, there i is any reſe erence | ere to the 

55 | He, and Beelzebub, might t. be n fe- 
„ garded a8 f diſtinct n and Jet Fack 
1 0 called Satan . g 
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not 9 in an to (hank prin any 9 . 
though he would be underſtood as. having rer 
futed the common opinion. He has Tecourſs 
to his uſual method, which is to draw his 
reader into a belief of what himſelf does 
not chooſe to aſſert. Thus, he ſays,” © "The 
term Catan is not appropriated to on 
ou 4 ticular perſon or ſpirit, but fign — an 44. 5 
ver ſury in general... What is this to the 8 
ENT We want to know who or what-is 
meant by that particular adverſary which is here | 
called ** Satan.” ''Hath' this writer ever told 
us ? Will he ſay that this term was ever ap- 
lied to a dead man? Has: he even atte 
to prove, that, this word was ever put for any 
inviſible being, except the devil ? Will he lay, 
that, any deceaſed. perſon was ever called Se. 
dau, and the frong one” whom the Son of God 
is to bind and ſtrip of all his armour ? Me | 
E clas Bel admire, how careful this writ 73 
never to afſert any of theſe” things; and yet, 
when he comes to apply che paſſage Kore . 
; | "eager would ſuppoſe, that he had proved 
| Our Lord” it ſeems © might n 
ne, 45 . was. eraſrcbe 10 2 
Here, is a 105 which.oq. ane ever called f in 
queſtion, introduced only as a matter of poſſi 
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bile, and it is put into Italic 8 f 
if the ſuppoſition deſerved unuſual attention, 


But, this was intended as a preface to another 


article not quite ſo obvious, which is yet put 
on a level with the foregoing, and thus, in 
words at leaft, is rendered pr Ms . 
with it, by that well choſen and happy term 
2 The devil and Beelzebub might be 
regarded as two diſtin&t perſons, and _ 
6; each be called Satan. Here ends che al. 
ment, which reſts on à bare poſſibility. 

Our author then, as we ſte, does not gas. 
chat the words Satan and Beelzebub 
are put for the ſame perſon or ſpirit; he 


only maintains, that, allowing this circum- 


ſtance, it doth not hence certainly follow, that, 
the devil was underſtood by either of thoſe 
terms.” He by no means aſſerts, that the word 
Satan“ is not put for. the devil in this paſ- 
2 ſages be only ſays, that, it may be uſed for a 
different perſon. Where now is the proof, that, 
the terms * Beelzebub” and © Satan are in 
el (ny applied to departed ſouls of our 
kind ; or, that, the prince of poſſeſſing 
8 been a man? Hath one 
evidence been produced in ſupport of theſe 
facts? We have ſeen indeed ſome ſtriking 
inferences, and there are others yet to come. 


; a was the 2X Baſs of the Peſo 4. 
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| „ and 1 in their . was a 
7 « human ſpirit; as vill be Tow "imine. 
te diately upon the pes 160 
earned Phariſce * 150 5 thck Jen 
' we... lamented, not "ute that, our author 
ſhould afterwards forget this expreſs teftimony, 
4 but alſo, that, he unhap ily neglected to give 
us a reference to it, in ; of e margin] For then, 
baps, we might have gratified our cu- 
7 8 both i in finding where'ſo great a man ay 
7 Beelzebub * ” lived, and, in obtaining full 
1 proof, that, the Phariſees, Who op ppoſed our 
Lord, knew. this aid. * Beelzebub* to have 
| been mortal creature like ourſelves,  How- 
ever, we are fully perſuaded, that, this gentle- 
man will never be able to produce a ſingle in- 
iS ſtanee ſo old as Chriſt and his apoſtles, wherein 
it is expreſchy ſaid, that Ws. re Was a 
human ſpirit, nor, 10 point out one paſſage in 
the whole Bible wherein the term Satan is 
applied ro the departed foul of a dead man; 
"ar leſs will he be able to prove, that, any de- 
. ceaſed prince or hero was the ſtrong one, 'whom 
_ the 903 of e e ee | 
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* le mi ht ſoon. write long notes as. 


oh as gur aut of, 6 giving an arbitrary and 


peat explication of all thoſe paſſages in, 
; TAS he terms Devil or Satan occur To as to 


ma ake t 9 * act coincide with our "own, . 


hyiltew,. c coulc Ve in conſcience offer fuch de» 
vices as argument on a ſubject of this nature; . 
and we. mighe doo as calily anſyer all the inter- 


 pretations of © this Rind which Mr. Farmer 
hath been pleaſed to give, without Ving any 
buch Violence to the common acceptation of 
rds as he hath done. But, concerning wor 


"on in which there i is a reference ra the De- 
vil” and © af a 


F; 


tan,” we beg leave to put him i 88 


- mind of his own words, in his ſecond Letter to 


Dr, Worthing ton: It were to be wiſhed, that 
** inſtead. of bare aſſertions, you had favoured 
« * the world. with ſolid proofs of the truth 


* of your interpretation of them ®. 14 chat 7 
better, after obſerving that the term ww often 


oecurs as an appellative, and denotes in the 
New Teſtament what it does in the Old, an 
1 enemy or adverſary in general, a very long 

is ſubjoined, containing ſuppoſed” examples, 
Which begins in the following münner: 
4 45 do not © affirm that bay term = d 


2 a 


at 
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El 
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gument. Were" we to conlider him in this 


pit . this r * ter Would Pine edu: 
himkelf in the uſe of dark and covert ſentences 
hich may begvile, but can never inform, a - | 
What are we to underſtand here by „ 
wicked ſpirit? Should we conſider the paſſage 
before us as granting, that, the term Satan is 
 inetimes. applied to the chief of fallen an- 
gels, or to a a wicked ſpirit ſuperior to tha 
nature of man, he would. moſt likely ſpeak 
of it as very uncandid in any one to charge 
kim, with allowing not only what he ne. 
ver mail, but what is injuriogs to his 0 own 1 * 


lace, as acknowledging that the term ct Sa- 
tan; may ſometimes refer to the foul of 4 
deceaſed man, and then afk, What does this- 
" author mean by his may refer to 4 Lead man 3 
Whg contends for any ſuch thing beſides 
/ Himſelf? Who but. himſelf ever advanced 
_ fich; an abſurd, idea as this, that, ourLord - 
applies dhe term Satan to. a Head man? He N 
en teen ' noticed, 1 a 12 n 
th 1 


Preſepted, I never affirmed (any fuch r. 
ee paflage; When | fem? Jews 


applied it (the term Satan) to evil ſpirits, 


3 they Lic by no means confine. it to any one 


eyen to any e one 12 pf 


Fat 55 b Nein rabbins'; J our > bote i is 7555 . 
the ſacred writers. "Will this gentlemün take 
upon him to affirm, that, the apoſtles have . 

any where applied the term * Satan to the ſoul. 
of a dead man? If ſo, let him name the places 5 
it not, there is then an end of his argument. 5 
But, he thus goes on: The word, therefors 
«is as applicable to the prince of poſſeſſing . - 
„ Jerhons, s to the chief "of fallen angels: Ms 
The word, thirefore, is as applicab 74 ' Wherefore . 
is it As! applicable ? Have not 71 laid that 
the ancient Jews did not confine it to one 


© ſpecies of evil ſpirits ?” Bur, Sir, where s 


the proof, that, even thoſt rabbins vhm uu 

call * ancient Jews,” ever applied it to re 
ip pecies of evil ſpirits than one; and where + 

is "hs evidence that they eyer applied-it t to dead 4 

men Have you even offered to give us 

: any? And, ſuppoſing you had ang to give, 

would this alone prove, that, the facred writers © 

have applied the word Satay 1 to a dead man? 1 

Surely not, gut i it is as applicable to the ; 

1 „ Prince of . poſſeſſing demons, as to the 8 

chief of the fallen angels“ So then, be 

ſupp zofition-in the Effay,” * that the devil 

8 yy; the. 2 of e W f * . 
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"mediate deſign 
which might perhaps be miſtaken; we beg 
. leave to aſk the following queſtions ; Would i 1 
not be unreaſonable for any one to conſider the 


that, the holy apoſtles att b 
_ * Beelzebub,” as the great enemy of mankind, 
merely becauſe they have informed us that 
ie Phaxiſees did this? If it was Mr. Farmer's 
delign to repreſent the writers of the New 

5 T. eſtament as intending Beelzebub” to 
enemy, whenever they ſpeak of poſſeſſions by 
evil iris 8 


1 138 + 

Ky be regarded as two diſtinct perſons,” is, in, 
the next publication, grown up to a matter of 
certainty] Hath this/gentleman ever favouted 
vs with one proof of the fact? Muſt every 
perſon or thing yield to his unſupported : af. 
 ſertions? But, he procgeds “ And it is the 
725 ſubjef? alone that muſt determine who the 9 8 
"7 7 or adverſary is chat is intended in 

© any particular paſſage of "Scripture, when 

it refers to evil ſpirits. * poſſeſſion be the 

« fab; ject, the Satan or enemy is Beelzebub; 
LETS Temptation the Satan or enemy is the 
devil.“ ' Without enquiring into the im- 
four author in this paſſage, 


prophets themſelves as ſeeking | to © the god 


; M7 of Ekron,” becauſe they have told us that 
Ahaziah the king of Iſrael” did ſo; and 


would it not be altogether as unjuſt to aſſert, | 
ated poſſeſſion. to 


to be the 


be not poly. acted an ungenerous 
part 


1 ; 
LED 
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part, 8 fi eth * . want of ro. 
verence for the word of God. When the 
Phariſees charged Chriſt with ** caſting out d- 
* mons through Beelzebub,” our Lord refuſed 
to make uſe of the term after them, and 
changed the word for one more determinate 
and deciſive; and, when his own diſciples in 
private related to him with joy that dæmons 

* were ſubject to them through his name,” he | 1 
"aids. © I beheld Satan all, Ee from Voce 
« OP: heaven “. 25 22 Rog | 

Me have, „ the higheſt . 
for /faying, that when the apoſtles ſpeak of 
"op ſpirits, if poſſeſſion be the ſubject, © Satan 

© the devil,” and none other, according to 
es is the chief enemy; if /emptation, the 
enemy is ſtill the ſame, called either Satan or 
| © the devil.” We underſtand the apoſtles, on this 
. ſubject, as intending by the word, Satan,” 
the chief of fallen angels, nor hath. this Writer 
ow been able to offer a ſingle proof to the 
contrary; and, notwithſtanding all that he 
hath written concerning the uſe of thoſe terms, 
he ſtudiouſiy avoids ſaying, that, the word 
. Satan is in the New Teſtament applied to a 
+ Heathen god or 2 dead man; although F 
ble ** bis OW e Met and the ihe 
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| oy a fact ! Why then ſnould be be 1 very 

ry, that, other men wilt nor believe what 
bimkelf refuſeth to affert?” And if he will not 
atm that the apoſtles have app lied the 
term Satan to 2 dead man, doth it not clearly 
follow, that, according to his own judgment, 
no one can be ſupported in making any Wen 
aſſertion? 2. The common opinion 
remains in its full force, that by Satan,“ the” 


head of poſſeſſing demons, the Gay” pen- 
men underſtood the chief of” fallen 2 


. th 41141 


' called allo © ” * the devil.” wig 855 
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| remarkable words of the apoſtle James, toge- 
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* as there is but one God, ſo there is but one 
« © JAAN, between God and man, to whom 
any power. or authority over mankind is 
« ele, and who, indeed, hath all power, 
both in heaven and earth, given unto him. 
% Now, if there be no ſovereign of nature 
* but. God,: and no mediator. between God 
** and man but Chriſt there can be no other 
6 Lare intelligences, Who have any power 
over the laws of nature, or over ibe human : 
t ſyſtem. in particular“ That there is but 
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men; are truths never once called i in \queſ- 
tion. by thoſe. who believe the reality of 
poſſeſſſons, nor do they ſuppoſe. that any 
power or authority over mankind was ever 
delgated to the devil and his angels. Gol 
never gave. Satan any authority to introduce 
fin and. death i into the world; but will this be 
allowed as 2 clear evidence, that theſe greateſt 
of all evils are not juſtly imputed. to the in- 
fluence and malice of the devil? No power 
was ever delegated to Cain over his dther's 
lie. but would this be admitted a8 2 proof, Us 
that Abel was not murdered by him ? And 
beſides, who repreſents created intelligences 
as having a power over the laws of nature; 


or, who denies God to be the ſovereign of 


the world? But, doth it hence follow, that 
evil ſpirits have no influence over the human 

ſyſtem ? We might as well aſſert, that men 
. have; no power to oppreſs and deſtroy one an- 
other, becauſe they cannot controul the laws 
of nature, or, that there never was a tyrant 
on the earth, becauſe Wa is eG of whe 
world. Pods 00 ects 
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det dhe very miracles” performed on thoſe 


"* | caſt out demons, ſerve. to ſhew that 


, that there were real demoniacs 
£ ge '6f Chriſt, triumph io the mira- 
es" performed upon them, as highly uſe- 
ful to demonſtrate the inferiority of evil 
kay As to that ' beneficent power which 


„ rüles the uni univerſe, and their ſubjection to 


2 the Son of God. But the Gentiles them- 


k elves 1 never Corifidered demons as rivals of | 


* the 8 üpreme Divinity, bot rather ſup- 


„ poſed they e derived their x power. and autho- 
. 21 froth the. celeſtial, gods, and acted in 
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ſo much to prove, that . 


all their gods wett the-ſouls of dep 
; and who” alſo," on This very principle, 
ded his hypotheſis, | in oppoſition, to the 


nuine, n regard can be due to the auth 
arguments, But perhaps ſome of our reader 
will be yet more ſurpriſed ; for he thus pro- 


*'zebub able to controul all other de 


ons as 
4 1. ſubjects, and to expel them from the 2 


1 1 875 be anſwered by proving, what Gentiles — 


bodies of men. What good en end 


Lens were ready to acknowledge, that de- 


mons were inferior to the ſupreme Numen; 

4 and that Chriſt had equal power with Beel- 
© zebub? Can we diſparage that great miracle, 
* the cute of demoniacs, in a more effectual 


* manner, than by repreſenting it as wrought 
* with ſuch intentions as theſe ? No, verily! 


: Nor can this writer more effectually diſparage 


fais own <haradter, as 4 man, than by giving 
3, ; ſuch 
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recei ived' doctrine, concerning the nature E 
dæmons? If we allow the paſſage to be We 


| From the evangelic -hiſtory itſelf, 
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th ir, intention, "wha. faid, « Fas even a the de . 
* mons are ſubject to us, through thy name; 
and what did he mean who anſwered, 1 be- 
A held Satan fall, as lightningfrom. heaven * £2. 
Waas it to ſhey, as is here ſcornfully inti- 
TN mated, 5 what both Jews and Gentiles were 

| 4. ready to acknowledge, that he had equal 
power with Beelzebub * However, we are 

not yet aſhamed to re eat, in the words of our 
Lord himſelf, the good end which was an- 

= Pered hy the ejection of dæmons; If 1 
= - ©. with the finger. of God caſt out dzmons, ; 
" 4 no doubt the de of God i . * 


. tg 15. But, adchreinly to thls Author, we are 
1 under a deluſion, fince the fact here alledged 
—_ -..- : F only 2 a pretence, and can never be an evi- 
- dence of the kingdom of God; for thus he 
. The cure of demonſacs ſeems. to 
me to contain in its own nature, a proof 
* peculiar to itſelf of the abſolute nullity of 
— demons, and thereby a confutation of the 
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aſſertions of any fact to be the ſame thin | 


with denying it? Our preſent deſign in ny ; 
to ſhew, that the argument here laid down is 
not ſufficient to ſupport this peexlliae-opinitic 
If,“ ſays he, demons poſſeſs mankind, 
65 2 muſt do it either by their on natural 
„ power, or. by a power AO and au. 
6, acute, occaſionally” mpartec 

6. God for that purpoſe.” The ſi 
of a miraculous power, in n matter, _ 1 
of the ene concerning tlie other he thus 
proceeds. Now, if demons have à natutal 
Fu poxer of. entering the bodies of '\mankind; 
hy did they not et 0 ce bodies 
from which they were ejected? Wa 2. 
return to them more difficult than ch. 


entrance ws, them at firſt If you affirm, 
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that they were perpetually. raſtrained I 
** God from h their natural power of 
< re-entering the bodies from which they had 
been expelled; you affirm more than you 


en ſupport by any poſitive: proof, and 


© -what is in itſelf very improbable; for de- 
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affirm chat — — be teſtrained from 
_ their natural powers, witliout a miracle, 
penn miracle, you affirm more than you 
can 2 my "ey ber . Irene, is. 


| ſome of his; creatures ps 


me can have . dnl degree of rational 
and ell grounded hope in his power and pro. 
tection, not having any warrant, en Apa 
reaſon or revelation, to expect 
poſition for our defence, as eee an 
alteration; of the laws of nature. Is it ere- 
dible, that God ſnould allow even to men, 
as the inſtruments of- his providence, an abl- 
lity of reſtraining the natural powers of the 
moſt, wicked and abandoned among them, 
from doing further miſchief, without a mi- 
racle, and yet, that this privilege of ſecuring 
advantages to his creatures ſhould be denied, 
not only to the ſuperior miniſters of his go- 
vernment, but alſo to himſelf, the Maker and 
, Sovereign of the Univerſe ? ? You 
; firſt 
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thoſe perſons never ee 
demons: and thus it is made evident, chat 
the cure of dæmoniacs contains; In cies 
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| 1 by all chriſtian © "writers, 6 


on that Leier who believed the doc- 


trine of poſſeſſions. © That tranſaction hath 
deen conſtantly viewed, as a public and deci- 


ive evidence of the reality of poſſeſſions, and 
of the pernicious influence of evil ſpirits; as 


2 proof how great their power is, and how 
rerribl the effots of their malice would be, 


"great end of his appearance and king- 

red Dr. Doddridge, in his 
firor,” a' work Mr. Farmer 
quotes on this very ſubje&, whenever 
* ſue his purpoſe, has the following judi- 


* chiefly to prove the reality of a diabolical 
* agency in theſe caſes,” he adds in a note, | 
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" tended diſpeſſeſfions, as. there is ſo much 
* room for colluſion in them; but it was 
« ſelf-evident, that a herd of ſwine could not 
pe confederates in- any fraud : Their death, 


% On n in this inſtructive and convin- 
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cing circumſtance; was ten thouſand times 
"< a greater bleffing to mankind, than if they 
2 had been fain for food, as was intended *.” 
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5 N and the releaſe of an uohappy. tof- 


flerer from the power of evil ſpirits. Could 
to any eircumſtance be deviſed more immediatel, 
calculated to prove the expulſion of demons, 
to promote a belief; of the fact, than the 


| recovery of this dæmoniac and the destruction 


of the ſwine, as deſcribed by three Evange- 


lifts #. In ſhort, there is no poſſible e e of | 


evading the truth df the doctrine, unleſs ei- 


ther by y.2 direct denial of the fact, as related | 
in the Goſpel, or, elle, by what amounts to 


the ſame thing, ſuch ſolutions of it, as can 
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able to the Divine Will, yet ſtill, it Was not 


to the kingdom of heaven. | Bug, ck ic 
caſting out dæmons was a proper evidence 
of our Lord's power over the del a2 


was ng in \ fact, tbe Fg, appear und 2 
that very kingdom af God, out of which 


Satan with all his legions ſhall be caſt, as alſo 
every thing that offendeth or maketh a lie. 


Jeſus, therefore, in order to illuſtrate more 


fully the deſign of this work, as here expreſſed 


by himſelf, immediately adds a further re- 
mark, which never can be applied to bodily 
diſeaſes: When the ſtrong one, armed, keep- 
eth his palace or court, his goods are in peace; 


but when one ſtronger than he cometh upon 


him, and ſubdues him, he takerh from him 


* all bis armour wherein he truſted, and dividet 


his f poll”. . Here the chief * * 8 15 
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| tyre that he kingdom of Gene ute 44 
3 us * becauſe che eftabliſhrhent-of this king | 
| 3 implies the final overthrow of 
bim, who had wiekedly brought into the 
world ſin, and ſorrow, and death. We can- | 
not therefore reject the plain and obvious. ſenſe 
of thoſe terms in which our Lord expreſſert 
- the immediate and peculiar deſign of caſting 
out dazmons, | without debying the chief 25 | 


ne Goſpel. kiſtorye and cardia. the words ; 
of che Son of God into fooliſhneſs 3, while we 
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„and that no ſuperior beings whatever, but 
God himſelf, are capable of producing any 

effects on this earthly globe, on within 
„ the limits of the human ſyſtem. Hence 
he appropriates all miracles to 5 alone; 
having firſt, without any real occaſion for it, 
or advantage to bis own ſyſtem; arbitrarily 
defined ſuch works to be à violation of the 
laws of nature: and on the ſame principle 
he rejects dæmoniacal poſſeſſions; after aſſur- 
ing us, without any proof, that all effects 
ariſing from the ſuppoſed influence of evil 
ſpirits would be contrary to thoſe. general 
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* Miracles, the Author. attempted to ſhew. 


be chat all effects produced in the fyſtem 
Hof nature, contrary to the general laws 


4 racles; and that all miracles are works 


_ appropriate to God.” This gentleman 
ſhould have firſt proved, that there ever 
| were any effects produced in the ſyſtem of 
5 contrary to the general laws by which 


it is governed,” Without this, his Differta- 


vague and groundleſs hypotheſis, and himſelf 
as zealous in applying to God certain effects, 


which, for any thing that yet appears, never 


had any real exiſtence. This,” + to uſe his . 
ee R2 . own 


> Pl which it is governed, are proper mi- 
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own language, is the fault in 1 that 


without extenſion, as of motion contraty to 


1 66 * ticular®,” This obſervation, 
made, is FR very juſt one, and, leſt it ſhould 
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* logicians call begging the queſtion ;” for 


although he may view his own ſuppoſitions 


as on à level with authenticated facts, per- 


| haps. other. men will not view them in that 
light. He hath not even attempted to ſhew, 
that the reſurrection of a dead body to life, 

or any other miracle, is an effect contrary to 


the general laws of matter and motion; nor 
is it likely that he ſhould ever ſ ucceed, were 
he to undertake the proof of this matter. 


We may as well talk of large extended bodies 


the laws of motion, or of effects produced 


in matter contrary to the nature and laws'.of 


matter. If ſuch things were poſſible, yer 
it would not be in the power of man to form 
any judgment concerning their reality, be- 
cauſe they never can be objects either of our 


reaſon or. ſenſes, ON; any. known principle. 
But,“ ſays he, the caſe of the Goſpel 
« demoniacs is b many conſidered as an ob- 
« jection againſt the general principle of that 


« _ Diſſertation, as well as againſt what is there 
<« advanced with reſpe& to demons. in par- 
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de chought that the Goſpel dæmoniacs are 


the only objection to his ſcheme, we beg leave 


to add another remark of the ſame kind, That 
the moſt important doctrines of revelation, as 


well as the expreſs deſign of our Lord's ap- 
pearance in the world, ſeem to be all denied hy 
the general principle of that © Diſſertation,” 
wherein the Author labours to prove, if we 


underſtand him right, That there are no ſu- 


Ia Fre created ſpirits whatever, that have 


any power and influence within the limits 


76 of the human ſyſtem.” If this be true, 


"ods could be no real occaſion for the trouble 


which he hath given himſelf, either concern- 
ing the ſuppoſed: nature of dæmons, or ſu- 


pernatural poſſeſſions. We therefore look up- 


on the greateſt part of that ** Diſſertation,” and 


the whole of the Eſay on Demoniacs, only as a 


feeble attempt to reconcile the language of 
Scripture with certain principles, which, if 


plainly expreſſed by. themſelves, and ſepa- 


_ rately avowed, would have been immediately 


rejected by ſerious Chriſtians in general. It 
is now our buſineſs, to trip thoſe principles 
of every cover, whether accidental or deſigned, 


and to ſhew. that they are in themſelyes di- 
rectly contrary to the tenor and profeſſed end 


of revelation, as well as inconliſtent muy na- 


tu ral religion. 
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82. Mr. Farmer maintains, with great 
1 what we apprehend no one ever denied, 
That God has not granted to ſuperior beings | 
: 2 Ws of controuling the laws of nature 
Nr ak pleafure *. >,» We have no reaſon to ima- 
| ah that it is in the power of any created 
being to controul the laws of nature at all, 
far leſs at pleaſure. But the inference, which 2 
our author draws from * above premiſes, is 
| ſomewhat fingular: | Hence, ſays he, 
* ariſes the impoſſibility of. miracles being 
* ever performed without the order of God, 
Not that the works themſelves, abſtractedly 
* conſidered, require the exertion of an in- 
« finite power, but the courſe of nature being 
_ * a divine ſettlement, it cannot, in any in- 
« ſtance whatever, be overturned by. any 
finite power, without God's s expreſs aps 
e pointment ©.” What are we to under- 
Rand by the order of God, in this paſſage ? Is 
it poſſible for any created being to controul 
the laws of nature ? If not; will God order 
| his creatures to undertake ſuch works as 
- theſe, which it belongs not to their nature 
| as creatures, even to attempt, and which 
they never can have ability to perform? 
Ty not. How then can we think of” One | 
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tie ro overturn the courſe 


fore, if it really means aly thing, muſt . 


underſtood as denying; that it is poſſible for 
created beings to be employed in working 
miracles: not that any proof is offered in ſup- _ 
port of this opinion, beſides an arbitrary de- 
finition, that miracles are real eee 
1 of the laws of nature, which God alone is 

8. able to controul.“ But what” are we to 

underſtand by this exception, not that the 
ff w ks themſelves, abſtractedly conſidered, 
require the exertion of an infinite power?” 
The power of God is infinite, Now, is it 
alle for the laws of nature to be controuled 
without the immediate exertion of God's own - 
power f No, ſays Mr. Farmer, he has 
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* not'delegated, he cannot delegate,” to any 


* of his creatures any power over them 
you he accordingly informs us, that God's 


* omnipotence is the only adequate | cauſe 


ye are capable of diſcovering in the whole 
* compals of exiſtence, of thoſe effects which 

are called miraculous *,” Hence, then, it is 

clear and evident, according to this gentleman's 


on account, that though ſuch works them- 


ſelves, abſtracted ly con ſidered, do not * . 
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the exertion of an infinite power, Yer, 
never can be performed without Sa exer- 
tion of that power which is infinite. 8 This 

diſtinction ' ſhould. have been paſſed over 
without any notice, had not Mr. * : 
grounded upon it the greateſt part of a curi- 
ous pamphlet in defence of himſelf from ſome 
obſcure charges of having been obliged in his 
Diſſertation on Miracles,“ to a a treatiſe of 
+. the late Mr. Lemoine'son the ſame füt 
| E writer, it ſeems, had aſſerted, that 

Gad alone is ibe immediate efficient por x of 
32 and that in many caſes, an * 

is plainly requiſite | to p : 
05 Kan, Now, Mr. er not us 5 
poſe, in hit * Diſſertation,” that | miracles 
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themſelves, abſtractedly conſidered, require 


che exertion, af -infinize power; uo 1 be. only 
writes, that no power can perform miracles, 
but that which is infinite 2. And from this 
circumſtance of difference, he ſays, in his 
Examination of Mr. Lemoine, it muſt 
be needleſs to ew, how effencially diſtinct 
85 and c e out ideas are, en, ve. Hoch 
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which Treatiſe, the writer attacks the chief arguments 
of his own Diſſertation, while he FOE to Mr. Le- 
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< appropriate all ſuch works, to God. He 
« muſt be a ſuperficial reader, indeed, who 
; 1 doth not diſcern the Glagreemens, e 
between us, in every th 


If this gentleman. ever wrote. a 1 * fl 
cannot deceive even ſup ficial readers, it is o 
this very article. In the third chapter of his 


0 Diſſertation®,” he labours to ſhew. that the 


Holy Scriptures deny any created. being to be 
capable of working a miracle, and then ſums. 
up the ſection in the following words: We 
"ed Fan attempted. to ſhew, that the Scr „ 
: 4 ture denics the ability of performing any 

e mirdcles, to angels whether good or evil; 
to the ſpirits of departed men; to the hea- - 
« then deities ; to magicians—and—to all falſe 
= . prophets z/?. and, in. the next ſection, after 
obſerving that the Scriptures refer miracles. to 
God as their author, he immediately adds 
yo Nor do. they aſcribe them. to him eminently, 
nas ſome pretend; but abſolutely appropriate 
them to him alone . Doth not our author, 
by aſſerting theſe things, evidently deny, as 
_ well as Mr, Lemoine, that God ever effects 
any miracles through the mediation of other is 
beiten or ier the 5 of zerform- _ 
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1 If any being ons can perform 
* miracles beſides God; it is not true, that 
Ga alone can perform them:“ and chen, 
to ſtrengthen the doctrine, he aſſures us, 
Tiber the Scriptures repreſent miracles 755 | 
orks peculiar to God . e n. 7 
be any crime to ſay, that Mr. Farmer, as 
Mr. Lemoine had done before him, affirms 
that Cad alone is the immediate” efficient cauſe of 
' all true miracles? Have we any proof, that 
Mr. Lemoine prevaricated on this ſubject? 
Why our author ſhould affect to be ſo very 
ſevere againſt a deceaſed writer for attributi! 8 
ee to God bo 1 Op: t known to 
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nes this doctrine much farther than Mr. 


Lemoine, and excludes all angels, Whether 
good or evil, from the performance of mira- 
cles, on do principles as ſuppoſe them to 
be incapable of operating within the limits 
of the human ſyſtem. In the ſecond chapter | 
of his Diſſertation,” he attempts to ſhew, 
that the ſame arguments, which prove the 
exiſtence of ſuperior ſpirits, DE * 
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their agency in this lower world,  *—What: 
ever,“ ſays he, © their natural powers may 1 
be, and however freely they may be al- 
„ lowed to uſe them; they are limited and 
determined to ſuch purpoſes' as God has 
appointed, and cannot pollibly be extend 
ed beyond the ſphere aſſigned t them by the | 
3 Creator. — Though there be a ſtrict con- 
© nexion between the different orders of crea- 
< tures on this earth, who all belong to the 3 
9 fame ſyſtem; yet none of them have any | 
© poſſible communication from this lower 
« world, with the inhabitants of different 
« ſyſtems ; none of tliem are able to traverſe 
the univerſe, or to paſs the bounds of their 
proper dwelling.” And this muſt be the 
** caſe in other ſyſtems, ſuppoſing them to be 
© regulated: by the ſame laws, which take 
place in our ow] n. Their inhabitants may 
have larger capacities than mankind, and a 
© wider province aſſigned them; and yet 
« have no more power over us, than we 
* have over them; they may have no com- 

* munication with us, nor any influence 
„e beyond the limits of their own globe.“ 
We cannot but look upon the application of 
this argument, as 4 full proof, tin Mr. 
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0, ſome, ps rticular globe or other,” as much 
as men are to the earth. If this be not his 
xrfuaſion, . muſt he not know, that the 
whole of the ſeftion, | with reſpect to a 
Pereſent ſubject, is impertinent ? And indeed, 
from the cloſe of it, he eyidently--appears to 

A been aware of this circumſtance; 
7 Should, it,” ſuys he, | be: ſaid, * that al- 
'; lowing that ſuperior create beings have 
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n; yet how does it appear, that this 
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E ſphere, and that they have hot à power 
ok interpoſing to work miracles upon this 


3 earthly globe 7“ The queſtions are fair 
| and; pointed ; and it is natural” © "expedt a 


candid $7 direct anſwer: that which our 
author is pleaſed to give, immediately follows 
_ and begins another ſection; This,” fays he, 
_ £ being: a queſtion of fact, it is — 

incumbent upon thoſe who affirm, that 
« \ miracles have been performed by evil be- 
ings acting without the order of God, to 
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